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Abstract
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There have been numerous major
collective wrongs in human history. Nazi and
Rwanda massacre are but a few examples
that have attracted international attention.
Recent transition in Eastern Europe has
attracted academic interests on the issue of
transitional justice, which concerns the way
the existing regime should deal with all the
prior wrongs as legacy of former regime.
Transitional justice has thus become an

integral part of democratic transition studies.

The authorities in Taiwan have been
confronting the issues of healing prior
wrongs since the beginning of democratic
transition in the mid 80’s. One can easily
catch up the spirit of collective reflection
from the reading of 228 Incident Handling
and Compensation Act and other similar
legislation. The revoke of Publication Act of
1928 in January 1999 further demonstrated
the spirit of breaking up with the dark past.
And yet, this rather rich experience has not
been properly analyzed scholarly in Taiwan.
In keeping the line of presenting a better
picture of “Taiwan Experience,” this study is
to build up Taiwan part of transitional justice
studies.
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