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This project aims to explore the potential differences between courtsin urban
and rural areasin terms of tort cases. It examines 137 tort and 18 marriage cases
in Taipei District Court, 78 tort and 5 marriage cases in Hualian District Court, and
168 tort and 11 marriage cases in Pendung District Court from 1990 through 1999.

These cases reveal that the numbers of tort casesin rural areas such as Pendung
District Court are more those in urban area such as Taipel District Court.  Under
some theories, people in urban area are much more likely to sue in tort cases than
those in rural area on the ground that there are less intimate rel ationships among
people in urban area, rendering the people rely on the court to resol ute disputes.
Taiwan's case study, however, reach an adverse conclusion.

Furthermore, Taipei District Court offers more compensation for pains and
sufferings on adultery and slander cases than that on car accident cases that end up
with the death of victims.  On the contrast, Pendung and Hualian District Courts
provide less compensation for pains and sufferings on adultery and slander cases,
compared to that of accident casesinvolving the death of victims. This difference
between urban and rural areas in court decisions is worthy to note.
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