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Taiwan is well-known for the diversity of its plant specimens. Since 1929 the
continuous botanical surveys have resulted in the housing of more than 250,000
specimens of plants in the Herbarium (TAI) of National Taiwan University. The TAl aso
contains over 1,000 types which are specimens upon which a unigue plant name is based.
While TAI's special emphasisis on the Taiwan Flora, it also contains plenty of specimens

from southern China, Pacific islands, Japan, and many other countries.

For a maximal utilization of the specimens information, a computerized data storage
and retrieval system will be developed. Through this program, seven major activities will
be pursued in this year: (1) digitizing representative species images (10,000 jpg files) and
metadata for each specimen and link them to the database for public access; (2)
digitization of general specimens images (5,000 records) and metadata; (3) digitization of
|cones Platarum Formosanarum, vol. 1 (Hayata, 1911); (4) digitization of A List of Plants
from Formosa (Henry, 1896); and (5) the creation of useful Web tools for botanists as
well as nonspecialists with botanical interests, mainly to allow them to access information
describing the geographic distribution of various plant groups.

In addition, Flora of Taiwan (2" edition, vols. 1-6) contains samples of more than
4,000 of vascular plant species from all over Taiwan Island and its idets. It is of great
interest to botanists, ecologists, commercial users, conservationists, geographers and
others. The project of this year plans to integrate both textual and image based botanical
information in a web accessible database. Data contained in the database includes
nomenclature, descriptions, keys to taxa, distribution, specimen citations, illustrations,

photos and indices (vol. 3, 1084 pages, including 521 illustrations and 90 photos).

# < M43 (KEYWORDS) : Specimens, Metadata, Digitization, Flora of Taiwan,

Type specimens, Collection localities, | cones Plantarum Formosanarum, A List of
Plants from For mosa.
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