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On the Diversity of Ming Dynasty Poetic
— From the Perspective of Canonization

Tsai Yu

Abstract

This essay attempts to use theory of literary canonization to
demonstrate the diverse poetic discourses in Ming Dynasty. In the
common striving to establish an aesthetic norm, the “Ge -diao” (Style )
School developed in early and middle Ming Dynasty showed us a typical
battle on canon, which certainly enriched the interpretation of poetic
history and yet also left a faulty trend of imitating the past. The poetics
in late Ming Dynasty endeavored to deconstruct, on the levels of both
the author and the reader, the canonization of the Ge —diao School. On
the one hand, it proposed “authentic sentiments” as a sufficient
condition for a work to last through generations. On the other, it
analyzed the complicated reading phenomenon by looking into the
relationship between the text, the author and the reader, and
posited the prominent role of the reader in the formation of canon. This
development in late Ming Dynasty radically changed the vision and

approach of traditional poetics. Hence fore, the poetics of Ming Dynasty
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can be seen as a process from the concern of constructing a cultural
tradition, as proposed by the Ge —diao School, to establish the canon as
a model for teaching and learning, to the concern for cultural creativity,
as proposed by late Ming Dynasty, to think about the possibility of
contemporary literature in terms of the mechanisms of how the work can

last, in order to release the critic’s power to share with the reader.

Kcy words: canon, Ming Dynasty pocties, Ge-diao School.Xing-ling

Schoel, Jing-ling School
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