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On the Ethical World of Tao Yuanming’s
Hermitage

Yu Tsai *

Abstract

The complex relationship between ethics and nature has appeared in the
debates about Confucian ethical codes and “Nature” during the Wei-Jin peri-
od, which was also projected onto a cultural question about whether the ideals of
Confucianism and those of Taoism could be reconciled. As the founding figure
of “eremitic poets,” Tao Yuanming F#{EH was profoundly aware of the
epochal mission. Therefore, his writings opened up a hermetic ethics which
covered a layered dialogue between the issues of kinship ethics, society and
state, and history and Fudo & , as well as establishing a unique sense of
subjectivity. Meanwhile, Tao combined his concerns of human relationships
and critique of socio-politics to build a distinct political ideal which led to the
emblem of “The Peach Blossom Spring,” deeply entrenched in the Chinese
mind. This essay attempts to explore step by step Tao Yuanming’s ethical
world as embodied in his eremitic practices, his settling of familial ethics, his
resignation in class mobility, responses to social situations, reflections on his-
torical positions, establishment of an ideal politics, and emersion into the

nature of Fudo.

Keywords: Tao Yuanming (AN LIER hermitage, ethics, nature, Confucian ethical

codes

*  Yu Tsai is a professor in the Department of Chinese Literature at National Taiwan University.



