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Shih Hui-hong was one of the most
important poetic monks in Sung Dynasty
and also the creator of the so-called “zen
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of Characters”.He kept close contacts
with the high-ranking officials and other
celebrities of his contemporaries. With



so abundant works * he had been regards
as one of the representative critics in the
literature in the later part of Sung
Dynasty * which made him a case full of
research values. What pity is that
research on him has been so few on
record, and most of which studied him
from the angle of monk’s history, rather
than from the literature itself. Examining
all his works, we can find easily that he
had been not only with profound
literature roots, non-stop in writing, but
also excellent in poems and essays. Most
importantly, Hui-hong’s advocacy about
“Zen of characters” as well as his theory
on “To tai huan ku”based on “borrowed
narrative” had been the main theme of
poetic history of Sung Dynasty.
Although ancient talented people had
not a few debates regarding his “To tai
hwan ku”theory, scholsrs had not yet
made a comprehensive analysis of
Hui-hong’s literature ideas, works, as
well as his contacts with his
contemporaries. As such, they only
focused on the relationship between
Hui-hong and Huang Ting-chien , and
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what is worse is that they denied his
status by saying that “his discussions
have the demerit of falsification, and his
written sentences have the likelihood of
playiarism”, thus not clearing up the
doubts evenly. This project will embark
on the study from the act and deeds in
Hui-hong’s life and the network of his
social relations and contacts, thus
displaying clear-cut the background of
his life and furthering the investigation
into his literature ideas and his
achievements in poems as well as essays.
By so doing, this project aims to seek
detailed and correct evidence to clear up
all the doubts that had any connections
with the theory on “To tai huan ku” and
“Zen of characters”, so as to return yo
him what the status Hui-hong ought to
have had been, while filling in the empty
pages of poetic history of Sung Dynasty.

Key words - Hui-hong, Zen of characters,
To-tai-huan-ku, knowledge about poems,
poems in Sung Dynasty
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