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The Role of Paradigm Formation in
Tao Yuanming's Sense of Nostalgia

Tsai, Yu®

Abstract

Two obvious aspects of the sense of nostalgia present in Tao Yuanming's
writings are exemplary models of character and images of paradise, both of
which are significant in terms of paradigm formation. This deep implication is
jointly conveyed through the use of history and of myth in hiswriting.

There are severa parts to the argument presented in this paper. First of all
there is an analysis of how Tao uses paradigmatic thinking to understand the
meaning of history. Secondly, there follows an analysis and discussion of how,
by threading together history and myth, he reveals and holds up paradigms of
fighting spirit. Next, | will present an explanation of how Tao constructs a
paradigm that fuses reclusion and impoverishment in order to find ahome for his
own spirit, which incorporates both these aspects. Following on from this | will
compare the differences between paradise in myth and the paradise of the
immortals in order to illustrate how Tao Yuanming combines the paradise of
remote antiquity with historical culture and rural conditions and customs, and
then bringing this image of paradise into the human realm, forms a brand new
paradigm of paradise, the Peach Blossom Spring. To conclude | will summarize
the significance to the times of the writer's formation and use of exemplary
models.

Keywords: Nostalgia, paradigm, historical poems, myth, paradise, impoverished
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