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[Original Articles]

A Survey of People's Concepts and Attitudes
Towards Death After the 921 Earthquake

Tsung-Tueng Bhikkuni Chuan-yuan Bhikkuni' Ching-Yu Chen

Abstract

A self-designed structuralized questionnaire given on the topic of the fear of death was
conducted from October to December 2002. The study surveyed 244 people of Taipei and
Nantou counties. After statistical analysis part of content on concepts and attitudes towards
death given by respondents, the results were as follows: There were 31.9% of males and
females 68.1%. The mean age was 43.6 years (£ 10.6). High school graduates was the most
common educational level (35.5%). 63.5% of the respondents lived in Taipei and 36.5% lived
in Nantou County. Buddhists were the majority (71.1%). Highly devout was also 71.1%. A
minority of them (10%) suffered severe losses from the earthquake. Of the feelings towards
death, "fear" scored highest at 27%, "sorrow" and "can't bear the thought of it" both fol-
lowed with 14%; after the earthquake disaster both positive and negative perspectives on
death emerged. Of the former, the most widely held view at 36% was that "death is a process
everyone goes through; we should reconcile ourselves to that and face it calmly"; of the latter
the most widely held opinion was that "death is the unknown" at 13%. Concerning the
expectation of death, the highest was 41% with "after death I hope I am reborn in the Pure
Land." Next, at 29% was "study the correct means to calmly face death" and at 26% "make
the necessary preparations because death could occur at any moment." The five attitudes
towards death scored as follows: "acceptance of mortality,” with 61%; "hedonistic," with
18%; "worry" at 9%; "do not think about it" at 7% and "taboo" at 6%. Factors affecting
the concepts and attitndes toward death include gender, age, educational level, residence ,
religion, level of devotion and circumstances of loss . We proposed those who associated with
above variables as high-risk groups. In the future of life and death education the high-risk
patterns were important reference for personalized subjects to plan.
(Taiwan J Hosp Palliat Care 2003 ; 8 ; 3 : 245-256)
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