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1949 7254399 725.44 100.00% 2819 100.00% 3.89 1
1950 7554399 755.44 104.14% 4185 148.46% 5.54 142.56%
1951 7869247 786.92 104.17% 6767 161.70% 8.60 155.23%
1952 8128374 812.84 103.29% 9870 145.85% 12.14 141.21%
1953 8438016 843.80 103.81% 13873 140.56% 16.44 135.40%
1954 8749151 874.92 103.69% 17936 129.29% 20.50 124.69%
1955 9077643 907.76 103.75% 21203 118.21% 23.36 113.94%
1956 9390381 939.04 103.45% 19424 91.61% 20.68 88.56%
1957 9690250 969.03 103.19% 19955 102.73% 20.59 99.55%
1958 10039435 1003.94 103.60% 26955 135.08% 26.85 130.38%
1959 10431341 1043.13 103.90% 29576 109.72% 28.35 105.60%
1960 10792202 1079.22 103.46% 35174 118.93% 32.59 114.95%
1961 11149139 1114.91 103.31% 42117 119.74% 37.78 115.91%
1962 11511728 1151.17 103.25% 41003 97.35% 35.62 94.29%
1963 11883523 1188.35 103.23% 46646 113.76% 39.25 110.20%
1964 12256682 1225.67 103.14% 39337 84.33% 32.09 81.76%
1965 12628348 1262.83 103.03% 35093 89.21% 27.79 86.59%
1966 12992763 1299.28 102.89% 35981 102.53% 27.69 99.65%
1967 13296571 1329.66 102.34% 35876 99.71% 26.98 97.43%
1968 13650370 1365.04 102.66% 35763 99.69% 26.20 97.10%
1969 14334862 1433.49 105.01% 35511 99.30% 24.77 94.55%
1970 14675964 1467.60 102.38% 41671 117.35% 28.39 114.62%
1971 14994823 1499.48 102.17% 41685 100.03% 27.80 97.91%
1972 15289048 1528.90 101.96% 38102 91.40% 24.92 89.65%
1973 15564830 1556.48 101.80% 32630 85.64% 20.96 84.12%
1974 15852224 1585.22 101.85% 30253 92.72% 19.08 91.03%
1975 16149702 1614.97 101.88% 39899 131.88% 24.71 129.46%
1976 16508190 1650.82 102.22% 54883 137.55% 33.25 134.57%
1977 16813127 1681.31 101.85% 56720 103.35% 33.74 101.47%
1978 17135714 1713.57 101.92% 50917 89.77% 29.71 88.08%
1979 17479314 1747.93 102.01% 56680 111.32% 32.43 109.13%
1980 17805067 1780.51 101.86% 63044 111.23% 3541 109.19%
1981 18135508 1813.55 101.86% 65148 103.34% 35.92 101.45%
1982 18457923 1845.79 101.78% 78159 119.97% 42.34 117.88%
1983 18732938 1873.29 101.49% 83138 106.37% 44.38 104.81%
1984 19012512 1901.25 101.49% 82090 98.74% 43.18 97.29%
1985 19258053 1925.81 101.29% 90005 109.64% 46.74 108.24%
1986 19454610 1945.46 101.02% 74444 82.71% 38.27 81.88%
1987 19672612 1967.26 101.12% 58463 78.53% 29.72 77.66%
1988 19903812 1990.38 101.18% 56515 96.67% 28.39 95.55%
1989 20107440 2010.74 101.02% 58996 104.39% 29.34 103.33%
1990 20352966 2035.30 101.22% 69757 118.24% 34.27 116.81%
1991 20556842 2055.68 101.00% 75912 108.82% 36.93 107.74%
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1992 20752494 2075.25 100.95% 77035 101.48% 37.12 100.52%
1993 20944006 2094.40 100.92% 83195 108.00% 39.72 107.01%
1994 21125792 2112.58 100.87% 81976 98.53% 38.80 97.69%
1995 21304181 2130.42 100.84% 91827 112.02% 43.10 111.08%
1996 21471448 2147.14 100.79% 103143 112.32% 48.04 111.45%
1997 21683316 2168.33 100.99% 109504 106.17% 50.50 105.13%
1998 21928591 2192.86 101.13% 119804 109.41% 54.63 108.18%
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1949-1953 7848887 784.8887 100.009% 7502.8 100.009 9.559062 100.00%
1954-1958 9389372 938.9372 119.63% 21094.6 281.16 % 22.46647 235.03%
1959-1963 11153587 1115.359 118.79% 38903.2 184.42% 34.87954 155.259%
1964-1968 12964947 1296.495 116.24 % 36410.0 93.59% 28.08342 80.52%
1969-1973 14971905 1497.191 115.48% 37919.8 104.15% 25.3273 90.19%
1974-1978 16491791 1649.179 110.15% 46534.4 122.72% 28.2167 111.41%
1979-1983 18122150 1812.215 109.89 % 69233.8 148.78 % 38.20397 135.39%
1984-1988 19460320 1946.032 107.38% 72303.4 104.43% 37.15427 97.25%
1989-1993 20542750 2054.275 105.56 % 72979.0 100.93% 35.52543 95.62 %
1994-1998 21502666 2150.267 104.67 % 101242.1 138.73% 47.08346 132.53%
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ABSTRACT

A legal system could be examined through either its structure, its substantive laws, or its cultural
aspect. In terms of law and society perspective, the legal culture is the dominant factor influencing
legal development.

Informal social control and formal legal system are two dispute resolution models in human
society. They exist or disappear depending on diversified social systems along with different timing.
Informal social control dominates in traditional societies, while formal legal systems are popular in
modern ones. Thus, people take mediation as a main tool to resolve disputes in traditional society, as
litigation is prevalent in modern one. Similarly, while informal socia control prevails in rura areas,
people would like to revoke law to claim their rights in urban areas.

Along with economic development, traditional society collapsed and modern society emerged.
People in rural areas moved to urban ones, bringing metropolitan society to come. This development
had great impact on people's attitudes toward litigation. In the same vein, people in traditional
political culture were inclined to use mediation more often than those in modern political culture. In
highly bureaucratic government society, people are more willing to use litigation as a way of dispute
resol ution.

The transformation of socio-ecomomic development in post-war Taiwan provides a wonderful
case to examine the relationships of litigation and social change. This paper takes alook at Taiwanese
litigation rates and mediation rates as well, exploring the impact of social development on litigation
and mediation. At the same time, it examines the differences between Taipei, Pindong county, and
Hualan county, in terms of their litigation and mediation rates.

This paper points out that Taiwanese litigation rates did not increase along with social
development, although its litigation volume greatly increased. People did not prefer litigation to
mediation even after radical social change. Taiwanese people went to the court only when depression
was occurring. In the past five decades, social development did not dramatically change people's
preference toward litigation.

In addition, noticeable different litigation rates between countryside and urban areas did not exist,
indicating that Taiwanese traditional values did not diminish after urbanization. More important,
mediation was still quite popular among Taiwanese people in both urban and rural areas.

Key words: litigation; social change; mediation; analysis of judicial statistics; legal culture;
Confucianism; Taiwanese legal development; legal consciousness; urban and rural areas
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