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5¥® Michael G. Barnhart, “ Getting Beyond Cross-Talk: Why Persisting Disagreements Are Philosophically
Nonfatal,” in Linda S. Bell, Andrew J. Nathan, and Ilan Peleg eds., Negotiating Culture and Human
Rights (New York: Columbia University Press, 2001), Ch. 2.

#@ Michael Freeman, “ Universal Rights and Particular Cultures,” in M. Jacobsen and O. Bruun eds.,
Human Rights and Asian Values: Contesting National Identities and Cultural Representations in
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#H® Jiirgeb Gabermas, Moral Consciousness and Communicative Action (Cambridge: Polity Press, 1990).
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#® Tomas N. Santos, “ Walking Two Roads: Reading Human Rights in Contemporary Chinese Fiction,”
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#® Lucinda Joy Peach, “ Are Women Human? The Promise and Perils of? Women’s Rights as Human
Rights,” in Bell, Nathan and Peleg, eds., Ch. 6.

#® Linda S. Bell, “Who Produces Asian Identity? Discourse, Discrimination, and Chinese Peasant
Women in the Quest for Human Rights,” in Bell, Nathan and Peleg, eds., Ch. 1.

#® Andrew Lindlater, “ The Changing Contours of Critical International Relations Theory,” in R. W.
Jones ed., Critical Theory and World Politics (Boulder: Lynne Rienner, 2001), Ch. 2.
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Beyond the Dichotomy of Human Right

Universalism and Cultural Relativism

Chih-yu Shih
&
Chia-chen Chou

Abstract

All the work under review seems to agree that universalism is a product
of relative history and relativism hosts a universalistic logic within the said
communitarian boundaries. In short, the dichotomy is false. It should be clear
that neither universalism nor relativism is a fact, nor are they about morality,
nor can they justify themselves as human nature. Therefore, individuals must
be recognized through self-responsibility in moving in and out of relative
value systems. This responsibility is viable only if it is possible for individuals
to be aware of the legitimate alternatives to their value systems. Rights, in
this sense, are rights to constantly shifting, combining, opening, and creating
positions and identities. Political oppression is wrong because it denies
alternative forms of existence, closes possibilities and arbitrates the undecidable,

which harbor opportunities for emancipation and humanity.

Keywords: universalism; relativism; Asian Value; human rights; post-modernism





