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This project fries to move beyond the
tradition-modemity dichotomy rooted in
current ethnic education policy. It argues that
the education policy brings about results that
cannot be fully presented in the human
capital or the statist analyses. To
indiviqualize unit of education in theory as
well as in practice may damage the trust
toward the  enrollment  campaign.
Inappropriate  incentives  can  cause

misallocation of already scarce resources.
Finally, ethnic education that is ignarant of
local responses may be detrimental to the
goal of modemization and civic education.
Ethnicity, or some form of imagined ethnicity,
is not necessarily against schooling. To the
state, the problems of schooling in Qiang
and Yi areas are the result of poverty and
backward culture. The meanings of
schooling should be open to interpretation by
local ethnic communities who should be
given ample room fto practice these
meanings in education. | will study the school
enroliment  problems in  Sichuang's
Liangshan Prefecture and Aba Prefecture,
the former is an autonomous Yi community,
the latter, Qiang. The literature shows that
gducation policy matters in terms of
enhancing social mobility. On the other hand,
historical legacy of having once been a
backward society s widely considered a
barrier to the enroliment drive. Economic
underdevelopment allegedly contributes fo
the problem, too. | contend, however,
inconsistent education policy is the major
reason for fow enroiiment. More importantly,
the pretension that Yi and/or Qiang ethnicity
is irrelevant, if not negative, to the school
enroliment may have caused & sense of
alienation from schooling. | particularly
attend to a seemingly widespread life attitude
of indifference and passivity and relate it to



the meaning of state in local communities. In
a deep analysis, it is the education policy
and the dubious presentation of ethnicity that
have caused the low enrollment.

Keywords: ethnicity, civic education, Yi,
Qliang, identity
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