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Abstract

The article reviews the theoretical debate of national identity in Taiwan,
classifies relevant literatures by the way they approach that question, and
points out their merits and shortcomings respectively. I begin with the argu-
ment that "national identity” is a philosophical problem distinct from the polit-
ical issue of "unification/independence” of Taiwan. Then I set out to analyze
three basic types of discourse on national identity: nationalism, liberalism and
radicalism (including post-colonialism and post-structuralism). The
proponents of each tvpe make some good points for their arguments, but also
present weakness under close examination. I therefore think that certain com-
bination and improvement of all three approaches is a better choice than
adopting any single solution. The suggested alternative is "pragmatic thinking
with liberal base,” in which the liberal insistence on democratic constitutional-
_ism and its concession to nationalist aspiration in crisis moment are both con-
sidered.
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