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Review Essay: Opening the Texts of

Political Reform in China

He Qinglian: The Trap of Modernization

Wu Jinglian, et al., Incrementalism and Radicalism

Xu Yong, The Change and Continuity of the Household Contracting System
Gu Longsheng, Introduction to Mao Zedong Economic Thought

Chih-yu Shih

Abstract

In this paper, I re-present the following four texts for the purpose of rev-
ealing the unlimited possibilities of political reform in China. These texts
include The Trap of Modernization, Between Incremental Reform and Shock
Therapy, The Fall and Rise of the Family Contracting System, and Introduction
to Mao Zedong Economic Thought. These texts suggest how possibilities not
considered likely before were preserved in the past and have re-emerging at
a later date. They also contain an undecidable direction of reform in the future
that is inconceivable today.

Keywords: modernization; reform; political reform discursive analysis;

textual analysis





