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Abstract

Taiwan has experienced dramatic decrease in fertility rates in the past 50 years,
from TFR of greater than 6 to less than 1.3. Nowadays, parents had less children and
more families had only one child. Under this circumstance, the well-being of children
was broadly concerned by parents as well as by socia policy. Particularly when
juvenilization of poverty had occurred in the Western World, this lead to the increase
in the relative risk of poverty for female-headed families with children. Due to the
increases in single-parent families in Taiwan over the last ten years, this research
attempted to explore whether did juvenilization of poverty exist in Taiwan. This
research examined the hypothesis by using the SFIE data of 1991-2002 waves.
Although the hypothesis was not supported by the trend analysis of poverty ratios,
children living with single parents were consistently more likely to experience in
poverty than those were with both parents. It is particularly striking that children
living in households headed by femaes were economic worsen regardless whether
children’s fathers were of presence or absence in the households.
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