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Purpose, Argument and Contribution of the Book

We lack agood theory of how different forms of activism articulate with
different agpects of political opportunity structure. This study makes a case for
focuang on activigts and their rdaionship with a changing politica environment in
order to understand the trgjectories of three socid movementsin democratizing
Tawan. In paticular, this research focus on why the labor movement and
environmental movements became |ess partisan while the women's movement
became more partisan during Taiwan' s trangtion.

This study offers welcome attention to activists and their decisonsin aliterature
that dtill shows ggnsof its origins in sructural sociology. In this research, | focus
on causad mechanisms and variation in amanner that helps the study avoid the
tautologicd trgp of finding an “improving” palitica opportunity structure (POS)
wherever asocid movement is flourishing.

The study has gathered extensive data on 147 activists demographic background,
and parts of highher discussion extend work McAdam has done on the
“biographica” aspects of contention.  In short, this study asks how certain tactics
are chosen, not only how a repertoire of contention comes to have the shape it does.

Mogt notably, this research has studied three separate movements in some depth.

[1. Outline of the Book



Chapter One:

Introduction —In this chapter, | briefly discuss the “ utility functions’ of participation
insocid movements.  In the origind draft, the discussion of * endogenaity” and
“finding out how vaues and cultures are formed” may leave some readers from a
different tradition with afeding thet their pockets are in the process of being picked.
Therefore, | had revised it and clarified exactly what is being said here and whether
it is controversd. This chapter dso hypothesize that changing activids  profiles

affect the ideology of amovement.

Chapter 2 About the Activigs

1) The beginning of this chapter isthe place to ded with McAdam'’ s newer work on
biographicd avallability and the biographica consequences of contention, dong
with a number of other scholars who have dedlt with thistopic. Part 2 of Jasper’ s
1997 book, on “ Biography, Culture and Willingness’ isdso be useful here. | dso
talk about McAdam on the biographica consequences of activism and many others

dnce. | dsotak about what is amilar and what is different in Taiwan.

Chapter 3 About the Labor Movement

Thisisa solid empirical chapter which shows that class consciousness followed
participation in the labor movement instead of preceding it. Following it, | discuss
it has atrue “ideologicd transformation” taken place or has there just been a
fragmentation of a movement made up of many forces which joined together for a
common cause and then split dong predictable lines when some degree of success
was achieved? Besides, new entrants matter, but so do successes and failuresin the

previous time period. When certain politica gods are achieved, it' s not surprisng



that some activigts (new or old) will move on to economic godls.

Chapter 4 About the Environmenta Movement

Thisis another solid empirical discusson, thistime of the evolution of the
environmental movement. | revised the origind draft following: 1) More efforts
could be made to link this discussion of the move from collective action to electord
politics to smilar phenomena dsewhere. Does this reduce the influence of
environmenta interests, perhaps as we saw in the US, with the end of street protests
in the aivil rights movement? Does it merdly suggest a change in srategy by one
wing of a movement, such as we' ve seen in Green Party politics? Should we redly
be surprised that democratization has brought this moverment more opportunities to
pursue its interests in the electoral arena? | make a full-fledged comparison of the

three movements here, much more explicit comparison of the sort assayed here.

Chapter 5 About the Women's Movement

A paticulaly lively discusson of the twists and turnsin the Taiwanese
women’ s movement — this should be the best narrative in the sudy. However, | an
planning to revise the origind manuscript following: 1) This chapter begins by
claming that the previous two chapters have discussed atrangtion from partisan to
norpartisan palitics in two movements. Yes, but only in passing, and only
aongsde many other issues. The notions of “ partisan” and “ nonpartisan” need to
be defined more precisely and these chapters need to be honed to hit this point hard.
2) o far, | had dready did agood job comparing the different demographic profiles
of activigsin the three movements, but less well in connecting these profilesto
different tactics, organizationa choices etc. One might suggest that factors like

“entry-time’ just can’ t carry as much weight as this chapter orignaly would like (i.e.



that a one-variable explanation of so many different outcomes inevitably is not
saisfying). Beyond evidence, here | pay alittle more attention to disconfirming

the many other hypotheses others have put forward.

Concluson — Thefirg hdf of this chapter isadiscusson of therole socid
movements played in Tawan' s democratization (in particular the creetion of interest
group politics and civil society), but here | further hammer the comparison of the
three movements home because now the three movements are lumped together and
treated as one. The summary of the manuscript triesto take readers much beyond
the summaries a the end of each chapter and the points raised in the Introduction.
The question (concerning why different socid movements have different

interactions with the political opportunity structure) became the most intriguing one
theoreticdly, and the book’ s atention to activigsis well-placed and

aufficently-argued in this concluding chepter.
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