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Natsume Soseki’s Literati Paintings 

A Projection of Wang Wei

Fan, Shu-wen*

Abstract 

Along with the reform of Meiji Period, there started a new current 

of thought in Japanese literary and art circles. The mood of a literary 

work appeared in paintings, and the technique of painting was mixed into 

literary works. “There is painting in poetry, and poetry in painting.” The 

ideal of Chinese literati became the order of the day. And Natsume 

Soseki was a typical representative. 

There is no lack of first-rate literati paintings in Soseki’s later 

works. Some of these paintings were written poems on them. And he also 

wrote poems full of the flavor of painting. 

As we know, Wang Wei is the initiator of Chinese literati painting. 

Soseki mentioned Wang’s name many times in his letters and novels, and 

highly praised his poems. So we are going to do the research from 

Soseki’s later literati paintings. We try to make a survey if these 

paintings were influenced by Wang Wei. 

Keywords: there is painting in poetry, there is poetry in painting, Wang 

Wei, literati painting, the mood of a literary work 
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