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Selective discrimination in the health care of infectious diseases -
professional ethics and willingness to treat AIDS patients among
physicians and dentists

Objectives: In the era of continuous attack from newly emerging infectious diseases, this paper, by
taking AIDS as an example, aims to explore the medical professionals' responses to the challenges of an
epidemic. Particularly emphasized are individuals' ethical values and willingness to treat people with HIV
and AIDS (PWAs) among physicians and dentists. Methods: Structured questionnaires were mailed to prac-
ticing physicians and dentists in 1995 and 1996, respectively. The final physician sample consisted of 1482
and dentist sample 1685 respondents after excluding 220 physicians and 94 dentists who reported having
experience in treating PWAs. For each professional group, bivariate analysis and logistic regression were
used to explore the effects of perceived care-related worry and anxiety and professional attributes on ethical
values and willingness to treat. Results: A lack of AIDS clinical knowledge was commonly found among
both groups of medical professionals. They showed very negative, un-altruistic reactions to AIDS and PWAs,
such as rejecting the value for ethical responsibility and being reluctant to treat PWAs. An obvious tendency
of selective discrimination was observed. Only 25.2% physicians and 18.1% dentists were willing to treat all
PWAs. The percentages of those unwilling to treat any PWAs were 9.7% and 53.0%, respectively. In be-
tween were those who were only willing to treat the uninformed (27.7% vs. 14.5%), and who were still
willing to treat some of the high risk individuals (37.5% vs. 11.6%). Among the high risk groups, the most
unaccepted category was IV drug users. The extremely negative reactions mainly came from the fear of
infection and psychological discomfort towards PWAs. Sense of professional belongingness, AIDS knowl-
edge and type of practice, all characterizing professional attributes, played relatively less significant roles.
Conclusion: In the face of uncertainty inherent in the emergence of new infectious diseases, the medical
professionals' worry and anxiety might go beyond scientific reasoning and professional values, and their
responses may be against the expectations of the society. With the increasing threat posed by infectious
diseases, medical education should urgently pay greater attention to the prevention of occupational risks
which are inherent in clinical settings. Likewise, the critical roles physicians are expected to play during the
time of epidemic are to be emphasized. (Taiwan J Public Health. 2004,;23(1):45-58)
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REFTE RS

c HESHARTR100% - RERFSERAE

ns ERIE0.05 HEETREREKYE » BRILZIMEIERE 0.05 HEETREEAYE (X test)
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2w LZELEBRRBEEMGEFEIN o BEF ST Bk

' BEAm TFEERT
HEMEE | IREERE B HeEE R
(n=1414) (n=1449) (n=1582) (n=1570)
b (SE) b (SE) b (SE) b (SE)

MRl (E=1 =2 0.02 (023)  -0.05 (0.20) 0.64 (0.17)*  -0.41 (0.15)"
Fhn

< 35BR(B%HH)

35-495% -0.12 (0.15)  -0.25 (0.14)  -0.23 (0.12) -0.12 (0.11)

50-705% -0.79 (0.20)*  -0.10 (0.17)  -0.09 (0.21) -0.10 (0.20)
BER =1 BFE=2) 0.10 (0.13) 0.42 (0.1  0.58 (0.14) 0.76 (0.13)*
HERB R

=IEE (BFH)

HEE 0.19 (0.14)  -0.27 (0.12)*  0.04 (0.20) -0.04 (0.18)

{KAERE 0.57 (0.17)*  -0.38 (0.15)"  0.27 (0.21) -0.42 (0.19)
B UL ERPR AT

EIEEEEHE)

R -0.19 (0.13) 0.22 (0.08)" -0.11 (0.12) 0.16 (0.11)

(e Elcy -0.17 (0.16) 0.18 (0.11)  -0.02 (0.22) 0.29 (0.20)
HIENWEEGE =0 =1

FE O RS 0.90 (0.16)*  -0.72 (0.09)*  0.31 (0.14)*  -0.43 (0.13)*

OB EYEFR 0.17 (0.15)  -0.14 (0.08) 0.34 (0.13y*  -0.10 (0.12)

IREE TR AN BT R 0.55 (0.13)  -0.63 (0.08)*  0.58 (0.13)*  -0.61 (0.11)*
-2LogL* (1912-1806)  (3758-3583)  (2038-1949)  (3651-3531)
Likelihood Ratio (X*) 106+ 175¢ 89¢ 120+

" p<005; ™ p<001; *p<0.001
a R BERFEPWANEER] : 0=% > 1= °

b FERERNH : 0="THEEHGETAPWAs - 1=FEERGENIBRYE - 2= LR R - 3=EH

HPWAs © LA proportional odds model 1T
¢ (intercept only - intercept and covariates)

WOSAIE » Z0MERY iR B S R R g5
PRI FERSHN E rhANEE R MR YR -

AL BEPRTREN K o BR A i ER B I
R R R AR 2 2 - AT LU
T BB AR AH A R SR E AR R AT R R Y
Bk - AleT SR M EE A B MEE AR
7 TR P s B R A B (T (S B B
R B DB IR BRI R -
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AHFELII990FE R A HFIAIDS IS
171 » ARERER B Y IR B T YRR A
B IE o AR SRRV AT B B EREM E
25%HITERAE » & R ERE RS
ER < BB R R » M EFHAFER
AFERT REPWAS 2 BEHT » THZE#E RIS
HEMLARR » RTI — LL BRI 15 5 B am BB
REFTEEE -

VBRI » ARFIERIEE N B
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AIDSHER R AR E AR « $HHGEPWASTE
EIHEREENSNE - HEERENERERES
HF] o i{fEHIV/AIDSIR BHEZ EE - &
o EE—RINE  BiEE45%1EZRBEN
SR (selective discrimination) » B35
PRI R - H R S HE RV 25Nk
HHEBE  RIHENR A AIEREE -
TR ETPW A IR 32 & B2 JERI fth e 1) »
HIl B dh 3 U RE B BREE 1 2 1S MR RO BA TR -

EXEERMEERT

i B S A HE (R S R R A S
AHEERBRIRR - IR RE R
2B AER RS - H—REERE
SEMHBRRIRSS - BB AT L2 PR B
HEZBORRR  EXRBREEE WLE
WABEEER - R OHEBEEIIX
JE » HrhE TR RS B SRR S B R B i 7
B R R TR DB AT AR - AllEE
AIDSHHBARIRBE R AT EHFEERA - 1=
HEHHEEFREREEHE RS -
AIHFCRIET - MBI EEN—8 - (B
PITHEE R - BAGEE - BRERT
GFTEIIHER ZFER AR R ~ BRIRE
SHERE) RIS - EEARMTERIE S
AIREEE T S E R LRI - T 2B
L HIRFHT R SE -

SESRATTE B BT TERS ELE BN B o B
R7ERE—IERPE IR - R E 1EIRGE
fin SR . TR R RS AR Rk
EEATRELEERR TIFRMEE R o B
FELERL IR0 BEAT - ZFRAMTERS R
BEO - MR MREEER s 5—7
T+ XERRER - ZFERTEAEPW AsHY R RHY
FH - BRIELEREBEMEREREAZKZ
4o IR EERFHRERR » KPR
(44%)H) RBAFER SR B2 BEEPW AsHy 5
BEAM[36] - L4t - FFBENEG AR E CE
PWASTR B Z FTAT 4 - $H5H B A RER AR
BRI RERZ T R (37] - TE 6 - 182
R SRR £ RS ARE - R thE
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FEUEER - L S E ARG RS
A= SR B BEYIHighly active antiret-
roviral therapy, HAART)fal K IR » —{E&
MBI R R S B R IR AT o] sE S
R EEE o

RER IR » EEITEER ST
T B S IE AR RS o FRAMT IR AR R
—{HHEZE » PhIEBU R ¥ P R
JB B AIDSHIFR I A iRy fERaM: »
FHURE B ARt B i BA(E R RV B AL
PRI S R ETHZE) - MRt EZER
B B EER B2 A B B SRR IR B R
AIDSHIEREREE » BIAIDSIREN ZIEEIEH
- BIBGRI S » EERRIIETH - $hE
AR ERNVEESEEEENEE
BAERE R R I L ZFRE S -

EEITIRR

EAER S5 ATD S BRGE = R M BRI 52 £
B o R SC AR KR R R R e A B
PWASIEE M IRFE R » thih BRI
B o (FHIAR AR DR M L S R IR B
=R - B o] BT M S PW A Z #f5F
e BT R E I RE & 17 (identity) L ¥T#8
—{ERBAEHIVEI S (BRE FD) s F—
{ERR BB — R » B —TERRIN A
EA  E—ERRTERERNE NG
JEREATE H 1) o SUBREETR + AIDSTESE BT
1T29) » BEEEANBNREREILEX
FUREMBR[19] ° Fl40 - BrEBSEm s — ik R
B—1 > B E H 585 E L
(homophobia)[38,39] ° TEAIFEr » BE{ERR
AR REEE T 0 & R R R R SRR A B
RE - ReEgE  WRREETIREIRE
B - W B E R HE R LR FRRE K -
AIFFEEE B IF 48 B 2L B S = A be s
WARRREEREREMEE LY K
2 MRS R o (BERANF o w R
2P LIRS - 2 8EREEARRITE
LS BRI B0 MR R A3
AR ERRNERERERERB RN AGT
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LRt - B E—fEREREEIAE
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UG 7 SEERAEIR AR ¥ AIDS B AR M
IRRIRSESANIRINE 2

EREMEREE A\ DEEgE

AIFFEHEITIS » SR A - R
ANEHIES40A » BEAZBURBLIGILH
SLYEFRI IR BT BIE E PR B o BIERHEKR
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TR R BB R MR AR

R BAMUERE T2 MR R A E R
HIEE] o R FEETH R E LR
BELFIPR - FERFEWRE A NRERRE -

BRMEAE - FEIRRTHARRGER
ROy BN R - BRIt R
{1 » B X IR 201 Fr Ry » A
EHHERRNEREOEKE > ARS8
BANEXZRAEES - BEE I REEEE
B S AR IE o BT AT FERIES R
% o B IR L B S B SBPW AT
HEBRHA AT FEA 22017 BE A S 941 P BRATMES T
BT - BIRMTTEEEIELEI(52.3%)
Z BT AR HEFEPW As(RHIR S A4 AR
8 545.8%) > BN ARE T REIRET
RIPWAs~FEE IREMEPWAs Y BIE16.0
% ~18.9% ~28.2% ~ 36.9% » FHE IR A
HY32.7% ~ 20.7% ~ 23.7% ~ 21.4%) » FER
B AR P MMERE - JRELEA S
PW AsHIFRIRIGES - HERME & KIS E R
W B S E MR EEE - S22 - R
ERHBEHEAE  AMEMTEE - &
{Mth e MEmAY L B MR ME R AR
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AIREE EHEEIEE -
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HESBEYET  ERLNEREL
TERE R AR (B L > AlE D5 ME
HREEHERTRE | (micro environment of medical
care) IANE Bl o [Kl I 1E IR BE AN £ 1R
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FEAYRIE R HLEE (scientific unpreparedness) &
LI R (psychological unpreparedness)
[6] ° $HEMERRIREN ZET K - BFIEX
FEFELARE] - EEREABIEEN A E
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B BRIPWAs ABE INERTE - FIF0Y
BRI R R BB R e B TEE IR IB 1 3E
FEREFE R » BEREATEM ~ B E % 1
ERERNEHERENEERET B
HE—BHTEIE - AIDSTIRERE (U —(E
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SREE YRR o
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