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The Research of Manpower Supply and Needs for Speech
Pathology and Audiology

Sheng Hwa Chen, " Ming—Chin Yang. " Nan—Mei Wang, * Chung—1 Li.
""Yu-Mei Chung, ~~ Shu—Yu Liu, 7" Chih—Ching Cheng, "' Wen~Ying Yeh,
An—Pei Lee, Yu—Hsuan Wu, Chia—Huei Chang

Abstract

The purpose of this study to estimate the speech pathologists and
audiologist(SLPA)manpower in four aspects: 1)to investigate the supply and
demand for SLPA professionals in 2001; 2)to assess the gap between supply
and demand for SLPA in 2001; 3)to forecast trends in the supply and demand
for SLPA from 2003 to 2007: 4)to assess the potential gap between supply and
demand for SLPA from 2003 to 2007.

The analyses of this study are based on four resources:l)qg
uestionnaires:2)the speech and hearing disordered populations
in Taiwan: 3)the incidence of speech and hearing disorders
in the United States; 4)the ratio of speech and hearing
disordered populations to SLPA professionals in Taiwan.

The results revealed that there is 372.5 to 5,607.2 short of SLPA in 2001,
and 493.2 to 7,313.2 short of SLPA from 2003 to 2007.

To make up the deficiency, this study suggests
1Dto establish licensure policy: 2)to increase health

insurance compensation; 3)to study team approach; 4)to provide

10 wmEm
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complete educational training;5)to cultivate more professionals: 6)to set
up continuing educational courses; 7)to add speech and hearing area in
government examination for study abroad: 8)to add speech and hearing area
in specialty classification of National Science Council: 9)to set up new
speech and hearing programs in universities; and 10)to expand speech and

hearing service settings.

Key words: speech and hearing disorders. manpower in speech pathology and audiciogy. mampower supply in SLPA, manpower
demand in SLPA
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