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In this three year project we propose to

(Dbuild an architecture of an agent
community,

(2)design a high-level task specification
language that can be used to describe the
tasks of an agent,

(3)design an information retrieval agent based
on the principles developed in
this project.

While the first two years of the project have
seen the successful completion of the first two
goals, inthe third year we have focused on
the design and implementation of a paper
retrieval agent. Our system, caled BibTeX
Agent, is for finding papers in computer science.
It incorporates techniques in agent theory and
information retrieval. By defining a model of

interactive retrieval, it provides personalized
and interactive retrieval, which helps users find
papers more effectively. It also uses spotlight
cue and multi-dimensional methods to further
ease browsing.
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