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Artifacts, photos, and archival documents of Taiwan Aborigines preserved in the
Department of Anthropology, National Taiwan University have been accumulated since 1928,
when the Ethnological Institute of Taihoku Emperial University was established. These
collections are not only important anthropological research resources, but also precious
cultural heritages of the state. During the past few years, the Department has already
developed preliminary studies of establishing digitized information system for these
collections.

Based on previous experiences, we are going to propose a long-term collection
management and curation process through the “National Digital Collections Project”. At
present, the team is planning to focus on digitizing and establishing databases of different
categories of photo collections and artifacts of Taiwan Aborigines and Micronesia in the third
year. Field photos from three ethnic groups will be covered : ( 1) Rukai Group; (2) Atayal

Group; (3) Saisiat Group.



In addition, researchers in the Department have projected a five-year plan for digitizing
archaeological collection gained from 1928 until 1999 on a long-term basis. In this year, we
plan to concentrate on the establishment of systematic structure of database, and put materials
collected in the era of Japanese rule and Yuan-shan. Yuan-shan site has been excavated several
times throughout different research projects. Various special features and structures, such as
shell midden, pole hole, storage pit, and stonewall, have been explored with plentiful artifacts
and eco-remains. The accumulating records such as excavated notes, photos, and slides are
abundant and treasured for academic research as well as public education. Totally there are
two volumes of excavated notes, 6 volumes of photos, and 70 volumes of slides. The purpose
of the project of 2004 mainly focuses on digitalizing these various treasured records for
preservation and further usage. Besides, to establish the inventory of the artifacts and
eco-remains excavated from the site for further digitizing process next year will also be the
target. It is believed that successful experience in the past years shall drive continuing
efficient works in the future.
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