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Abstract

This project is part of a group project
devoted to “Humanistic Studies on Contem-
porary Taiwan for the Internet” The main
objective of this three-year project is to
develop a theoretically informed and web-
based account of the temporality of the
subject in recent cinematic and fictional texts
from Taiwan. Such analysis is intended to
speak to important issues in contemporary
cultural theory. Work in this second year

consists mainly in further developing the
research of the previous year, using
theorizations of globalization or “second
modernization”
memory, subjectivity, and the symbolic and to
construct a theoretical model for use in
reading the postmodern fiction of Taiwan
produced in the 1990s. Also continuing the
practice of the previous year, the theoretical
model takes note of Michael Taussig’s “post-
capitalist animism” and is built around the
capacity of the subject to divest from and
reinvest in its objects. Analyses of Zhu
Tianxin’s short story “Hungarian Water” and
novella “Ancian Capital” serve as pilot studies,
to be developed into a full paper dealing with
Zhu Tianwen’s novel Journal of a Barren
Man. (The analysis of on “Ancient Capital”
has been included in the results of another
NSC project.)

Keywords: subjectivity, globalization, second
modernization, postmodern fic-
tion, Zhu Tianxin
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