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The Characteristics and Changing of

Initiation Rite in Chinese History: On

Further Discussing of The Declining
Factors of Imitiation Rite

Lee Long —shian

Abstract

The Initiation Rite is a very important and representative ritual in
Rites de Passage. It is a ceremony to accept adolescent to enter
grown —up society, and also to ask them to take responsibility of life.
The Initiation Rite is probably the most universal ritual in all —human
races. The traditional Chinese Initiation Rite began with the Han people
and started from the Zhou dynasty, and the representative ritual of it
usually included male’s “Guan — Ceremony”and female’s “Ji —Ceremony”.
In general, every dynasty in Chinese history followed the above ritual,
however it has also changed through times.

This paper is based on four kinds of data: classics from Pre —Qin
era and Han dynasties, documents of Rites such as “Li-Zhi (8L
and “Li-Juan (8748 ) ” in official history of each dynasty, “Li-Dian

(fH) ~ in each dynasty, and ceremonies and customs recorded in
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local chronicles. At first, we focused on the Initiation Rite in Pre —Qin
era, discussed about the differences of “Guan-Yi (TFEE) 7, the
meaning of “Guan -ceremony { {8 ) 7, and the differences between
“ Guan —ceremony” and “Ji —ceremony ( FEfd ) 7 among different levels
from the emperor to Shi ( 47) . Secondly, we talked about the change
of “Guan —age (EEE) 7 and “Ii —age (FEE) ~. Thirdly, we analyzed
the characteristics and change of Initiation Rite through different times.
Finally, we would explore the reasons and backgrounds of why
the Initiation Rite declined, according to the social, institutional,
economical, political, physical, and folklore factors. This paper hopes to

clarify some questions about Chinese Initiation Rite.

Key words: Initiation Rite, Rites de Passage, “Guan-ceremony”,
“Ji-ceremony”. “Guan-age”. “Ji-age”, “Guan-Yi~,
wedding  ceremony. age of marriage, change,

development.
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