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A Study on Gongsun Nizi:
His Life, Writings and Thought

Yeh, Kuo —liang”

Abstract

In the Yiwen zhi of Hanshu, it is noted that Gongsun Nizi, a student
instructed by one of the seventy disciples of Confucius, left behind 28
articles which have been missing. The loss increases difficulty for
researchers to capture Gongsun’s doctrine. Scholars at different times have
tried to re-discover Gongsun Nizi, both the texts and the teachings. Wang
Chong referred to Gongsun’s Qingxing shuo (discourse on affection and
nature); Liu Xuan claimed that Ziyi was written by Gongsun; Shen Yue
believed that Ljii Yuechi is a selection from Gongsun Nizi. In Qing
Dynasty, scholars Hong Yixuan and Ma Guohan even accomplished
compilation of Gongsun Nizi by investigating ancient writings for frag-
ments of quotations and references. All these efforts provide multiple
perspectives for further discussions. Inrecent years, some scholars propose
that the Xingzi mingchu section of Guodian bamboo strips (possibly also
the Xingging shuo section of Shangbo bamboo strips) is influenced by
Gongsun’s philosophy. This contention inspires diverse opinions among
scholars and brings the issue back to the foreground. My research intends
to analyze the credibility of various viewpoints mentioned above, focusing

on their evidences and arguments.

* Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University.
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I argue that only the Qing compilation of Gongsun Nizi and Yueji
Yuehua can be credited to Gongsun’s authorship. As to the historical state-
ments previously given about Gongsun, only Ban Gu’s Hanshu Yiwenzhi
and Wang Chong’s Lunheng Benxing enjoy the highest credibility. Schol-
ars should pay more attention to Gongsun’s Qing xing,Yang gi and Yue lun.
Hermeneutically these three pieces collaborate with each other very well;
they share a lot of ideas with Yueji (the chapter on music in Book of Rituals)
and Guodian bamboo strips, but strike little accord with Ziyi. Although
Gongsun was indisputably a student of Confucius’s seventy disciples, we

cannot be certain about the exact identity of his instructor.

Keywords: Gongsun Nizi. Yucji, Ziyi, Xingzi mingchu, Xingging
lun
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