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A Data Bank on the Sung Dynasty Culture
Summary:

It has been a popular consensus among most scholars that the cul ture
of the Sung Dynasty has gained a status of “inheriting the past and
ushering in the future” in the Chinese history. Both sides of the Taiwan
Strait have established academic organizations dedicated to undertaking
relevant researches on the history of the Sung Dynasty and have presented
their achievements in relevant researches in publication on a regular
basis. The nucleus of relevant studies of the Sung Dynasty literature has
been centered on the lyric () ,a poem with lines of unequal length
originally set to music. However, researches on other areas such as Shih

(%), or poetry of lines of equal length, literature critics, and Hsi-Chu

(& #, also known as Music Drama) have been relatively inadequate. Since




much emphasis has now been put on the interdisciplinary studies and the
interdisciplinary approach, researchers and scholars in the area of the
Sung Dynasty literature should not live in the ivory tower by
concentrating their minds only on the writings on the literature area and
neglecting data of other areas. It will greatly assist researchers in
conducting their researches if they can broaden their mindset and utilize
outcomes in the fields of history, philosophy and bibliography.

This research program is a further developed one with the basis of the
2000 and 2001 National Science Council programs, namely, “A New Commentary
on Shi Hwei-Hong” and “Bibliography of the Twentieth Century Research
Writings on the Sung Dynasty Literature.” This program has tried to
include in it all the bibliographies regarding research writings on the
Sung Dynasty literature by designing special programs and inputting all
data classificatorily into the computer so as to facilitate the academic
community to inquire about related information. At the same time, this
program has included in it the implementation accomplishments of the
aforementioned two NSC programs as well as some other data such as the
Sung Dynasty cultural and historical pictures in the hope that such
efforts will also contribute somewhat to the researches in the field of

the Sung Dynasty literature.
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