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A New Exegesis of the “Gucheng jiafu”,
Including a Modern Transcription of the
Original Bamboo Text

Chou, Feng —wu”

Abstract

This paper examines the ancient bamboo text “Gucheng jiafu,” a
section taken from the fifth volume of the Shanghai bowuguan cang
zhanguo Chu zhushu (the Shanghai Museum’s collection of Chu bamboo
strips). The text records the power struggle between the Jin aristocrats Luan
Shu and the “San Xi” (three brothers of the Xi family: Xi Qi, Xi Chou, and
Xi Zhih) in the mid-Spring and Autumn period. The purpose of this paper
is threefold: first, to reconsider the sequential order of the bamboo strips;
second, to furnish a new interpretation of “Gucheng jiafu” on the basis of' a
revisionist critique of existing exegesis; and finally, to conduct a philologi-
cal inquiry into some of the unknown characters in the text, including xian
%, xun 37\, baidi FIK, chuguan B , guo 8, shi tt, chenghanyizhiyujin
ARG, faduoniuda (REAEE , buniuyuwugu TIPS, giezigongsuo
FEE NP, gongyinwanggao /N and kumendaty EEFTAKL . In addition,
I provide my own modern transcription of the text, in which the text is fully
punctuated and presented in standard Chinese characters.

Keywords: Shanghai bowuguan cang zhanguo Chu zhushu,
Volume 5; “Gucheng jiafu”; Zuo zhuan.

* Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University.
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