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New types of polyurethanes (PUs) were prepared from condensation polymerization
of isophorone diisocyanate (IPDI) with various combination of 9-butyl-3,6-bis(4-hydroxy-
phenyl)carbazole (Cz) and 2,5-bis(4-hydroxyphenyl)-1,3,4-oxadiazole (OXD), and end-
capped with 4-tert-butyl phenol. The Cz-OXD PUs can also be used as host for phosphorescent
dye. Red EL emission was obtained when Ir(btp)2(acac) or Ir(2-phq)2(acac) was used as the
phosphorescent dyes in Cz-OXD (3:1) PU. Maximum brightness of 394 cd/m2 and EL effi-
ciency of 1 cd/A were achieved for the Ir(2-phq)2(acac) base device. In addition, white light
PLED was demonstrated when co-dopant of Ir(btp)2(acac) and Firpic were used.

� 2009 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
1. Introduction

Organic small-molecule light emitting diodes (OLEDs)
and polymeric light emitting diodes (PLEDs) have been
extensively studied since the pioneering work published
by Tang [1]. To obtain reasonable light emitting perfor-
mance, multilayer structures were adopted in which the
emissive layer was sandwiched between the hole and elec-
tron transport layers [2]. Unlike the multilayer OLEDs, the
prototype of PLED was established on the basis of a single-
layer of PPV on ITO [3]. However, the efficiency and bright-
ness of the output was not ideal. Many different factors
might affect the PLED performance. Nevertheless, balanced
carrier injection and transport properties are important
and necessary conditions to achieve high performance de-
vices. MEH-PPV is one of the successful examples [4,5].
. All rights reserved.
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Similar idea has recently been extended to OLED [6]. Poly-
urethanes (PUs) have been widely used in industrial appli-
cations due to their good properties in good elasticity,
flexibility, thermal stability, and excellent chemical resis-
tance [7–12]. In addition, PU conducting polymers have
also been developed [13–15]. Recently, applications of
PUs on PLED have been reported. It has been demonstrated
that PUs could be used as effective hole-transport matrix
[16–18] as well as applied for light emitting layers
[19,20]. Since PUs were usually prepared from condensa-
tion polymerization of diols and diisocyanates under me-
tal-ion free conditions, [21] metal-ion contaminants
could therefore be minimized. In addition, the adhesion
of polar PU on ITO surface is expected to be good. This
may benefit for the PLED device fabrication [22,23]. How-
ever, perhaps due to the fluorescence quenching effect
through hydrogen bonding interactions, only limited num-
bers of examples about using PU as the light emitting
materials were known [24,12]. Carbazole (Cz) derivatives
are photoconductors with good hole-transport properties
[25–28]. Recently, carbazole derivatives have been used
as efficient triplet hosts in phosphorescent OLED (PHOLED)
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[29,30]. All these intrigued us to explore the application
potentials of carbazole containing PUs on PLED applica-
tions. 2,5-Diphenyl-1,3,4-oxadiazole (OXD) and its deriva-
tives are common electron injection and transport
materials [31–34] due to their prominent electron affinity,
high photoluminescence, and good thermal stability
[35,36]. Since doping of the electron-deficient components
into the hole-transport layer sometimes may improve the
performance of the OLED device, [37] we are interested
in studying the performance of Cz-OXD copolymers on
PLED.

Herein we report the preparation and characterization
of novel PUs, named as CX10, CX31, CX11, CX13 and
CX01 (Scheme 1). The abbreviation of the polymers indeed
reflects the composition of the polymers, in which C and X
represent carbazole and oxadiazole units, respectively; and
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Scheme 1. Synthetic routes fo
the following number represents the feeding ratio of these
two components in the PUs. Among the PUs, carbazole
based CX10 and the oxadiazole based CX01 were homo-
polymers and CX31–CX13 were carbazole–oxadiazole
based co-polymers. Although PU polymers usually dis-
solved in polar aprotic solvent such as DMF, this solvent
is not completely compatible with PEDOT-PSS, a common
water-soluble hole-injection polymer, because the PED-
OT-PSS layer would be slightly etched by DMF during mul-
ti-step coating process [16]. To make use of the PU solution
compatibly with the PEDOT-PSS layer, we have adjusted
the alkyl substituent on the PUs, so that the final PUs
would have good solubility in a relatively non-polar sol-
vent such as THF.
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light emitting device has also been fabricated to study. To
our knowledge, successful examples of using PU as host for
the light emitting layer are rare.

2. Experimental section

2.1. Fabrication of phosphorescent PLED device

The devices with a standard configuration of ITO/PED-
OT-PSS (30 nm)/PU (30 nm)-Ir complexes/BCP (10 nm)/
Alq3 (40 nm)/LiF (1 nm)/Al (150 nm) were fabricated. ITO
plates were first cut into appropriate sizes and the ITO sur-
face was cleaned by sonication, rinsing in deionized water,
Triton-100 water solution, deionized water, acetone and
ethanol treatment then dried by a dry nitrogen flow and
finally cleaned by oxygen plasma. The PEDOT-PSS solution
were prepared by mixing the commercially available PED-
OT-PSS solution with diluted Triton-100 solution (5% in
H2O) in a 10: 1 (V/V), spin-coated at a rate of 4000 rpm,
and dried at 90 �C for 30 min under vacuum. After then,
the emitting polymer layers (2000 rpm, 30 nm) were
spin-coated from a solution of Ir complex (4 mg) and
CX31 (46 mg) in THF (2 mL) on top of the PEDOT-PSS layer
at a spinning rate of 4500 rpm. The layer was baked (50 �C
for 10 min), followed by thermal vacuum evaporation
of a layer of 2,9-dimethyl-4,7-diphenyl-1,10-phenanthro-
line (BCP) (10 nm), and Alq3 (40 nm) at pressure below
5 � 10�6 torr with deposition rate of 3 Å/s. The LiF and Al
contacts were finally deposited under the same vacuum
conditions. The deposition rates for LiF and Al cathodes
were 1 and 4 Å/s, respectively. The thickness of each layer
was calibrated, respectively, by an Alpha step instrument.

2.2. Synthesis of PU’s CX10–CX01

The preparation of the homopolymers CX10 and CX01,
and copolymers CX31, CX11, and CX13 were summarized
in Scheme 1. The actual ratio of the carbazole/oxadiazole
units in the copolymers were determined by 1H NMR
(Fig. 1). The data were summarized in Table 1 and de-
scribed as follows.
Fig. 1. The 1H NMR spectra of CX10–CX01.
2.2.1. CX10
A typical procedure: To a two-necked round bottom

flask (50 mL), equipped with a magnetic stir under nitro-
gen, was loaded a solution of 9-butyl-3,6-bis(4-hydroxy-
phenyl)carbazole (4) (2.04 g, 5.0 mmol), isophorone
diisocyanate (1.16 g, 5.25 mmol), and dried DMF (25 mL).
After reaction for 24 h, 4-tert-butylphenol (0.075 g,
0.5 mmol) was injected into the reaction mixture as the
terminating agent. The reaction was further reacted for an-
other 24 h. When reaction was completed, the polymer
was precipitated by drop-wise addition of the reaction
mixture into methanol. The polymer was redissolved in
DMF and re-precipitated in MeOH for at least 5–10 times
in order to obtain an essentially pure sample. The PU was
collected and washed with toluene and chloroform to re-
move any DMF. The final PU was collected and dried under
vacuum conditions for about 12 h at 100–105 �C (2.85 g,
50%): Anal. Calcd based on the calibrated composition
listed in Table 1: CX10: C, 74.4; H, 6.7; N, 6.5%. Found: C,
72.9; H, 7.4; N: 7.4%; 1H NMR (400 MHz, DMSO-d6) d
8.4–8.6 (bs, 2H, Ha), 8.0–7.5 (m, 8H, Hb, Hc, and Hd on car-
bazole), 7.3–7.1 (bs, 4H, He), 4.4–4.3 (bs, 2H, N–CH2–),1.8–
0.7 (m, 25H, alkyl protons).

2.2.2. CX31 (55%)
When reaction was completed, the polymer was precip-

itated by drop-wise addition of the reaction mixture into
methanol. The polymer was re-dissolved in DMF and re-
precipitated again in MeOH for several times, followed by
precipitation in MeOH/H2O = 4:1. The collected PU was fi-
nally washed with toluene and chloroform to remove
residual DMF. Anal. Calcd based on the calibrated composi-
tion listed in Table 1. (Cz)74.7–(OXD)25.3: C, 72.0; H, 6.4; N,
7.7% Found: C, 71.5.; H, 7.4; N, 7.5%. 1H NMR (400 MHz,
DMSO-d6) d 8.7–8.5 (bs, Ha), 8.11–8.13 (bs, Hg), 8.05–7.60
(m, Hb, Hc, and Hd), 7.4–7.3 (bs, Hf), 7.2–7.1 (bs, He), 4.5–
4.4 (bs, N–CH2–), 1.7–0.8 (m, alkyl-protons). The ratio of
2.96/1.00 for the carbazole/oxadiazole units was deter-
mined by their integrations at d 7.2–7.1 and 7.4–7.3.

2.2.3. CX11 (40%)
When reaction was completed, the polymer was precip-

itated by drop-wise addition of the reaction mixture into
methanol. The polymer was re-dissolved in DMF and re-
precipitated again in MeOH for several times, followed by
precipitation in MeOH/H2O = 3:1. The collected PU was fi-
nally washed with toluene and chloroform to remove
residual DMF. Anal. Calcd based on the calibrated composi-
tion listed in Table 1. (Cz)52.3–(OXD)47.7: C, 69.1; H, 6.3; N,
8.8%. Found: C, 69.2.; H, 6.9; N: 9.7%. 1H NMR (400 MHz,
Table 1
Compositions of CX10–CX01 by 1H NMR.

PU Integration Ratio

Carbazole at d 7.1–7.2 OXD at d 7.3–7.4

CX10 1 0
CX31 2.009 0.679 2.96/1.00
CX11 1.452 1.305 1.11/1.00
CX13 0.355 0.995 1.00/2.80
CX01 0 1
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DMSO-d6) d 8.6–8.5 (bs, Ha), 8.4–8.2 (bs, Hg), 8.05–7.60 (m,
Hb, Hc, and Hd), 7.4–7.3 (bs, Hf), 7.2–7.1 (bs, He), 4.5–4.4
(bs, N–CH2–), 1.7–0.5 (m, alkyl-protons). The ratio of
1.11/1.00 for the carbazole/oxadiazole units was deter-
mined by their integrations at d 7.2–7.1 and 7.4–7.3.

2.2.4. CX13 (60%)
When reaction was completed, the polymer was pre-

cipitated by drop-wise addition of the reaction mixture
into methanol. The polymer was re-dissolved in DMF
and re-precipitated again in MeOH for several times, fol-
lowed by precipitation in MeOH/H2O = 1:1. The collected
PU was finally washed with toluene and chloroform to re-
move residual DMF. Anal. Calcd based on the calibrated
composition listed in Table 1. (Cz)26.3–(OXD)73.7: C, 66.3;
H, 5.9; N, 10.1% Found: C, 67.8.; H, 6.6; N, 9.9%. 1H NMR
(400 MHz, DMSO-d6) 8.7–8.6 (bs, Ha), 8.3–8.2 (bs, Hg),
7.8–7.5 (m, Hb, Hc, and Hd), 7.4–7.3 (bs, Hf), 7.2–7.1 (bs,
He), 4.5–4.4 (bs, N–CH2–), 1.7–0.5 (m, alkyl-protons).
The ratio of 1.00/2.80 for the carbazole/oxadiazole units
was determined by their integrations at d 7.2–7.1 and
7.4–7.3.

2.2.5. CX01 (45%)
When reaction was completed, the polymer was precip-

itated by drop-wise addition of the reaction mixture into
methanol. The polymer was re-dissolved in DMF and re-
precipitated again in MeOH for several times, followed by
precipitation in MeOH/H2O = 1:1. The collected PU was fi-
nally washed with toluene and chloroform to remove
residual DMF. Anal. Calcd based on the calibrated composi-
tion listed in Table 1. CX01: C, 63.40; H, 5.73; N, 11.38%
Found: C, 63.3; H, 6.4; N, 11.3%. 1H NMR (400 MHz,
DMSO-d6) d 8.3–8.1 (bs, 4H, Hg), 7.5–7.3 (bs, 4H, Hf), 1.5–
0.7 (m, 18H).
Table 2
Yields, molecular weights, and thermal properties of CX10–CX01.

PU Yield (%) Mw Mn PDI Td (�C)a Tg (�C)

CX10 50 9800 6600 1.48 270 178
CX31 55 6400 4600 1.41 264 167
CX11 40 8400 5800 1.45 257 153
CX13 60 6600 4700 1.42 272 146
CX01 55 7600 5600 1.36 301 135

a The Td point was judged by 5% weight loss of the polymer.
3. Results and discussion

3.1. Synthesis of the monomers and the corresponding PUs

Scheme 1 shows the synthetic pathways for 9-butyl-3,6-
bis(4-hydroxyphenyl)carbazole (4) and 2,5-bis(4-hydroxy-
phenyl)-1,3,4-oxadiazole (5). Carbazole 4 was synthesized
through a four-step reaction sequence. Bromination of 9H-
carbazole with NBS afforded 3,6-dibromo-9H-carbazole
(1) in 92% yields [38]. Butylation was performed by reacting
1-bromobutane with 1 in the presence of phase transfer
agent under basic conditions to give 2 in 65% yield [39]. Su-
zuki coupling [40] of 2 and 4-MeOC6H4B(OH)2 led to 3. The
protective methyl groups were finally removed by treat-
ment with BBr3 to give bisphenol 4 [41].

Monomer 5 was prepared from condensation of 4-
hydroxybenzoic acid hydrazide with 4-hydroxybenzoic
acid phenyl ester [42]. Phenol, the by-product, was re-
moved through distillation. Recrystallization of the crude
product from a mixed solution of N,N-dimethylacetamide
and deionized water provided 5 in 45% yield.

Condensation polymerization of the isocyanate mono-
mer IPDI with 4 and 5 was performed in dried DMF [43–
46] and end-capped with 4-tert-butylphenol to afford
CX10–CX01. The polymers were purified by precipitation
in MeOH for several times before use. Their 1H NMR spec-
tra of the aromatic regions were enlarged and shown in
Fig. 1.

CX10 showed 1H NMR at d 8.4–8.6, a broad singlet
which was assigned to Ha. On the other hand, resonance
signals showed up at d 8.0–7.5 were assigned to Hb, Hc,
and Hd. These signals merged to show multiplets with
the integration equal to 8 protons. Protons He, which are
ortho to the electron-donating oxygen atoms, showed up
at the relatively up-field region of d 7.3–7.1 with the inte-
gration equal to 4 protons. The N–CH2– protons showed
up at d 4.4–4.3 while other alkyl protons all appeared
at d 1.8–0.7.

On the other hand, CX01 clearly showed two sets of
broad 1H NMR signals. One set appeared at d 8.3–8.1 were
assigned to Hg, which were relatively down-field shifted
due to the the presence of the adjacent electron-withdraw-
ing oxadiazole groups. On the other hand, the other set of
signals at 7.5–7.3 was assigned to Hf that were ortho to the
electron-donating oxygen atoms.

Copolymers CX31, CX11, and CX13 showed all proton
signals arising from the carbazole and oxadiazole units.
Their ratios could be simply determined by using the signal
integrations at d 7.3–7.1 and 7.5–7.3 and were summarized
in Table 1. The deviation of the NMR ratios from their feed-
ing ratios were small. These results were also consistent
with the data of elemental analyses.

3.2. Physical properties of CX10–CX01

The Mn, Mw, and PDI values, were determined by gel-
permeation chromatography (GPC) in THF against polysty-
rene standard (Table 2). The GPC results were in good
agreement with the NMR integrations. Their thermal char-
acteristics, including Td and Tg, were collected with the
scanning rate of 20 �C/min.

The Mw of the PUs were all ranged between 9800 and
6400, as for the number average molecular weight (Mn)
values of the polymers were in the range of 6600–4600.
Although Mw and Mn were relatively low in comparison
to other PLED polymers, the presence of inter-chain hydro-
gen bonding interactions between the urethane groups al-
lowed high degree of inter-chain entanglement, leading to
good film quality from the spin-coating process. This point
of view was further proved in the AFM study discussed in
latter sections.

The high Tg and Td of CX10–CX01 reflected their high
glassy-state durability and thermal stability. These results
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were attributed to the inter-chain hydrogen bond interac-
tions as well as the high rigidity of the carbazole and oxa-
diazole moieties. The Tg of the PUs fell into the region of
135–178 �C and the 5% weight loss of the polymer (Td)
were all above 257 �C. In particular, CX01 showed a notice-
ably high Td of 301 �C.
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Table 3
UV–visible absorption, photoluminescence properties, and the estimated HOMO–

PU kabsmax (nm) kPLmax (nm)

CX10 296 (303)a 403 (396/0.21)b

CX31 295 (302) 404 (396/0.18)
CX11 295 (300) 406 (396/0.51)
CX13 295 (306) 406 (397/0.48)
CX01 296 (305) 420 (399/0.40)

a In the parentheses is noted the solution kabsmax(nm).
b In the parentheses is noted the solution kPLmax(nm) and the relative quantum

the PU solutions was 10�5 g/mL in THF. For the film preparation, PU solution (10
and was further dried with spurt nitrogen.
3.3. Photophysical properties of the PUs

Normalized UV-Vis absorption and photo-luminescent
spectra of the PUs in solution and solid thin-film were
shown in Figs. 2 and 3. The photophysical data were sum-
marized in Table 2. The UV-Vis absorption spectrum of
CX10 showed two major absorption bands peaking at
260 and 300 nm, and one weak absorption band at
340 nm. When the weight of the OXD portion in the PU in-
creased, the relative absorption intensities at 260 and
340 nm decreased and completely disappeared in the spec-
trum of CX01. On the other hand, CX01 showed a major
absorption band at 300 nm and two other absorption
bands at 240 and 270 nm. No charge-transfer absorption
band was observed in the spectra of CX31–CX13, indicat-
ing that charge transfer interactions between the carbazole
and oxadiazole groups were insignificant. Similar observa-
tion was also obtained in the solid-film sample.

The photoluminescence (PL) of the thin film of CX10
showed the kmax(PL) at around 400 nm. On the other hand,
the PL of CX01 showed emission peaking at 422 nm. When
comparing the spectra of CX10 and CX01, ones would per-
ceive that both Cz and OXD fluorophores emitted in a sim-
ilar region. In this situation, the Förster type energy
transfer between two fluorophores would be poor due to
mismatching of their absorption–emission spectra. There-
fore, the emission spectra of CX31–CX13 were composed
LUMO levels of CX10–CX01 in solid film.

Egap (eV) HOMO (eV) LUMO (eV)

3.45 �5.28 �1.83
3.44 �5.28 �1.84
3.52 �5.31 �1.79
3.53 �5.31 �1.78
3.71 �5.54 �1.83

yield by comparing against coumarin 1 in THF [47]. The concentration of
�2 g/mL) was spin-coated onto a quartz plate with spin-rate of 2000 rpm
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of the emissions from the Cz and OXD units even in solid
film. It is noteworthy to mention that many red-light
emitting phosphorescent dyes would have weak bands at
400–500 nm that were assigned to spin-allowed 1MLCT
transitions and weaker absorption tails above 500 nm,
which are attributed to spin-forbidden 3MLCT and 3LC
transitions [48,49]. In the present cases, the Cz–OXD PUs
have fluorescent emission peaking at around 400 nm and
tailing to 500 nm. The good spectral overlap properties
would be beneficial to the energy transfer process from
the polymer matrix to the red-light emitters.
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3.4. Electrochemical behavior of the PUs

The oxidation potential of CX10–CX01 was determined
by cyclic voltammetry (CV) against ferrocene as the inter-
nal standard (Table 3). Since the PUs did not show revers-
ible waves in their CV and E1/2 could not be accurately
determined, we adopted their onset potentials (Eonset

ox ) for
estimation of the HOMO energy level. The HOMO and
LUMO levels were calculated according to an empirical
formula of EHOMO = �e(Eonset

ox + 4.8) (eV), [50] and ELUMO =
EHOMO � Eg in which Eg is the optical band gap. The value
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of Eg was estimated by using the equation of Eg = 1240/
konset of UV (eV). According to our estimation, their HOMO
energy levels lies between 5.28 and 5.54 eV, which have
good matching with that of ITO. The optical gaps of
3.44–3.71 eV for CX10–CX13 were calculated according
to their spectral data. The LUMO levels of 1.78–1.84 eV
were accordingly derived.

3.5. Surface analysis of the PU film on ITO surface

High performance OLED devices usually require having
the organic layers deposited onto a smooth ITO surface.
Therefore, the roughness control of the ITO surface is
essential for improving the OLED performance. Literature
reported that spin-coating of a layer of conducting polymer
such as PEDOT-PSS onto the ITO surface would signifi-
cantly reduce this problem. In the present section, the sur-
face conditions of the ITO substrate before and after PU
modification were compared. The roughness of the surface
was monitored by atomic force microscopy (AFM) using a
non-contact Mac mode.

Before surface modification, there were many irregular
prominences on the ITO surface. The original roughness
r.m.s. (Root-mean-square) of ITO glass surface was
0.429 nm. After spin-coating a layer of CX10, with the
thickness of around 30 nm on top, the roughness dropped
to 0.217 nm. Contrary to the bare surface, the surface be-
came more flat after CX10 modification. The height profile
with good flatness has been observed.

3.6. The use of CX31 as phosphorescent host in the light
emitting layer

Since the PUs have good charge-transport characters,
we were interested in applying them as bipolar hosts for
PLED. The Cz–OXD PU copolymer could be used in princi-
ple as host matrix for phosphorescent light emitting
purpose, with balanced hole and electron transport proper-
ties [51–53]. To find the appropriate component ratio,
PHOLED from CX10, CX31, and CX13 have been fabricated
and compared. The device structure of ITO/PEDOT-
PSS(30 nm)/Ir complex (8%) in PU (30 nm) /BCP(10 nm)/
Alq3(40 nm)/ LiF(1 nm)/ Al(150 nm) was adopted in these
study. However, only CX31 was proved an effective host.
When a red phosphorescent dye-dopant of bis(2-ben-
zo[b]thiophen-2-yl-pyridine) (acetylacetonate) iridium,
denoted as Ir(btp)2(acac), was used, the PHOLED device
turned on at 5.7 V (1 cd/m2) with the highest brightness
of 169 cd/m2 (Fig. 4). The EL spectrum is identical with
the PL of Ir(btp)2(acac), with the peak emission at
615 nm. When bis(2-phenylquinoline)(acetylacetonate)
iridium(III), denoted as Ir(2-phq)2acac, was used, the de-
vice turned on at 9 V (1.0 cd/m2) and reached the maxi-
mum brightness of 394 cd/m2 at 21 V with the highest EL
efficiency of 1.0 cd/A.

White phosphorescent light emitting device was com-
posed by co-doping bis(3,5-difluoro-2-(2-pyridyl)phenyl-
(2-carboxypyridyl)iridium (FIrpic) and Ir(btp)2(acac) in
CX31 with the weight ratio of 2:5:80. The CIE shown was
(0.34, 0.34) at 14 V, which is very close to the pure white
light CIE of (0.33, 0.33) (Fig. 5). The brightness performance
with the device was 45 cd/m2 and the turn on voltage was
below 10 V with the maximum efficiency of 0.21 cd/A.
However, the relative intensities of the blue and red chan-
ged slightly when the applied voltage increased.

To further understand whether there were any unusual
polymer-Ir complexes interactions occurring in the light
emitting matrix, the polymer-Ir complexes blend was
subjected to IR analysis. Fig. 6 showed the IR spectra of
CX31, Ir(bpt)2acac, and their blending. The IR of CX31
showed strong absorptions at 3250–3500 cm-1 and 1650–
1700 cm-1 that were assigned to absorption of the –NH–
and the C@O stretching modes. No obvious new features
were observed after Ir(bpt)2acac (8 wt%) was mixed into
the polymer matrix, indicating that the light emitting layer
was composed of a physical blend of the PU and the Ir
complexes.
4. Discussion and conclusion

The present work successfully demonstrated the use of
PU based carbazole–oxadiazole co-polymers as host for
PHOLED applications. To our knowledge, no example has
been reported in this research direction. Although PUs
are well known engineering polymeric materials with good
mechanical properties, applications of PU on PLED are
uncommon. Particularly, the applications of PU as the light
emitting layer are very rare. This is probably due to the
hydrogen bond quenching effects [54]. It has been reported
that vibrational deactivation through hydrogen bond inter-
actions between the protic environment and the fluoro-
phore would facilitate the fluorescence quenching. For
example, hydrogen bonding of Nile-Red, an important
red-emission fluorescence dyes for laser and OLED applica-
tions, with alcohols occurred both in the ground state and
the excited states [55]. The fluorescence quantum yield
was significantly diminished with increasing hydrogen
bond donating power of the medium.

Similar phenomena were reported on the arylnitrile
derivatives [56]. The exceptionally efficient fluorescence
quenching was observed for 4,-N,N-dimethylaminobenzo-
nitrile (DMABN) in polar protic solvents. A mechanistic
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explanation based on the CN� � �HO configuration has re-
cently been evidenced.

Similar effects were observed for arylamine derivatives.
Significant quenching of the intramolecular charge sepa-
rated state of N,N-dimethylaminophenylacetylene was ob-
served in protic solvents, and both the triplet and
fluorescence yields were much lower than those in aprotic
polar solvents [57]. Again, radiationless relaxation through
the vibrational modes of hydrogen bond complexation of
ArNMe2� � �HO has major contributions to the quenching
process.

Since the PU systems formed from diisocyanate and diol
contains polar protic –NH(CO)– components and many
fluorescent dyes usually contain the hydrogen bond
accepting groups such as nitrile, pyridyl, or amino groups,
these observations lead to a suspicion on whether PU is an
appropriate matrix for the light emitting layer. Ha reported
the first attempt on using PU-DCM as the matrix for the
red-emission PLED [19,20]. In these cases, the maximum
brightness of the devices was 50–60 cd/m2 (Red emission).
We attributed the low brightness of the PLED devices to
the radiationless deactivation of the exciton through of
the hydrogen bond interactions. Chien has attempted using
PU as the scaffold to tether oligo-PPV units and used them
as fluorescent dopant in PVK-PBD for electroluminescent
devices. In this situation, when the hydrogen bond array
was highly diluted, 500 cd/m2 of brightness (blue-green)
could be reached [58]. In our cases, we adopted the carba-
zole–oxadiazole PUs as the bipolar host for phosphores-
cent OLED (PHOLED) and successfully demonstrated that
it could be a good host for red PHOLED (�400 cd/m2, and
1 cd/A). The performance is one order of magnitude higher
than the fluorescent system. Although radiationless relax-
ation would still be one of the major pathways for conver-
sion of the triplet exciton back to the ground state, in
particularly, for the red light emitters because of the lower
energy gap that close to the IR region, our observations
suggested that PU would still be one of the candidates
for PLED applications.

The present research pioneered the work of using car-
bazole–oxadiazole based PUs as the phosphorescent host
for PLED applications. The successful use of CX31 as the
phosphorescent host for PLED, indicating that PUs can also
be used as appropriate materials for the light emitting
layer.
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