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Supernatural Narratives and Secularism in the Zuozhuan
Abstract
Lee Long-Shien
Chinese Literature Department

National Taiwan University

The Zuozhuanhas long been appreciated by its readers foridtsness in
narrative detail; however, the attention it devatesupernatural predictions and their
fulfillment has also earned criticism from scholas early as Wang Chond: 78
(Eastern Han) and Fan Nir§z2 (Jin) to those as late as Qian Zhong$i&d&E & and
Yang Bojun % 4HI& closer to our own day. At one time or another,célthem held
that the compiler of théuozhuarsubscribed disproportionately to superstitiousetis|
which is a lamentable practice they believed cotdll with the secular spirit of
traditional scholarship. But dissenters from thiablished opinion also emerged,
notably Wang ZhongZ® (Qing) and Takezoe Kek§T# Y38 (Japan), thus showing
that the question ovétuozhuafs supernatural or secular orientation is stiluéjsct of
discussion among scholars up to the near present.

This article centers on the “supernatural” everdgated in theZuozhuanto
arrive at a better understanding of the underh@pgit of the work as imparted by its
compiler. Analyzing twenty cases involving supéuanal events in th&uozhuanthe
present author suggests thatozhuan’'scompiler may have recorded supernatural
incidents according to report, but the main throshind the incorporation of such
material into his oeuvre still lies with exhortipgople to focus on human effort and
fulfilling one’s moral destiny. The compiler magpve acknowledged the existence of
the gods and spirits; but whether they exert rgalence on the course of human events
is a separate matter, because ideologically spgakieZuozhuanis more concerned
about secular effort more so than mystical powedsiafluence.

Key Words: ZuozhuanNarrative, Supernatural Events, Secularism
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