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A Comparative Study of Narratives
in Transmitted and Excavated Texts:
The Exemplary Case of
“The Demise of the Xi Clan” ( =&l L)

Lee Long —shien®

Abstract

The elimination of three powerful members of the Xi ( &l) lineage is a
political turning point in the Spring and Autumn period, for which there
exist divergent accounts in at least three sources: the Zuozhuan ( 7c{8), the
Guoyu (BIZE), and the “Gucheng Jiafu” (HliEZK40), the last of which is an
excavated text in the Shanghai Museum cache of Warring States bamboo
slips from the state of Chu ( ). This paper examines the relations
between the three narratives about this event in the history of the Xi
family, who held the reins of power in the state of Jin ( ).

Through close analysis, we will study the following four literary
elements that weave together each narrative: plot development, characteri-
zation, point of view, and thematic content. By looking at variances
between the three accounts in terms of these four elements, we discover
that the Zuozhuan, Guoyu, and Shanghai Museum texts interpret the same

event in ways that vary according to the narrator’s purpose and desired
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effects. In exploring the differences in the nature of transmitted versus
excavated texts, we first establish that the characteristics of redacted
versions are distinguishable from the newly unearthed ones. Furthermore,
we discover that the compilers of the transmitted texts had traditional ethics
very much in mind as they edited history narratives to promote certain
moral values. The imperative for history to instill moral consciousness in
its readers clearly had a role in the shaping of the narratives; but at the same
time, conflicting concerns also emerge from the discrepant ways in which
the same event is rendered, thereby showing that both the humanistic spirit
and rich interpretive possibilities are an integral part of traditional Chinese

historiography.

Kceywords: Narrative, Zuozhuan, Guoyu,
Shanghai Muscum bamboo slips,
“Gucheng Jialu” ( fEREEA0),
The Three Xi*s ( —#AB): Xi Zhi ( AFFE ),
Xi Chou ( fii#), Xi Qi ( fil% ). Luan Shu ( %)
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