BEAdER  F=1H]
2009 Fe B Hsl ~68
EEAETH SR

b CEANARLLER) FTE

i
i

{ Lisiemm BB (1) ) B (BABWLLE) 9 - Z/mE
AT FENENTRE - REER R o ERITEHGN B AR EFEIE £
(s - FRLUERARE THE=0 (E/E) § AR FiEpold - SR
o JAEREL (BREIER) o BRI R LA AR R TR
HPREE - 2078 BE RIS E PenLGRMN -

RS kgt gx=w - %H

ATFN 98.02.15 4&4% » 98.05.20 F A1 -
*BIEERETELELME -



A New Explanation of “The King Need Not
Follow Suit!” from the Chu Bamboo Slips
of the Warring States Period Collected in

the Shanghai Museum (Volume 7)

Chou Feng - Wu*

Abstract

There are two versions (the A and B version) of “The King Need Not
Follow Suit!” from the Chu Bamboo Slips of the Warring States Period
Collected in the Shanghai Museum (Volume 7}. Nine bamboo strips exist
for each version and the two versions have been preserved extremely well.
The text of “The King Need Not Follow Suit!” describes the story of the
Chu official Fan Wu's admonition of King Zhao of Chu. Fan Wu uses a
double entendre: “the king has three pieces of jade the size of three perime-
ter units (i.e. three very large pieces of jade)” or “the king has three
mistakes akin to that of flaws in jade” to lead into his main pointand admo-
nition. Fan Wu’s word choice is clever and he is meticulous in his argu-
ment, and the style of the text is very much like that of the Records of the
Warring States.

The following article presents the author’s personal opinions as to

explanations of difficult to understand words in “The King Need Not

* Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University.
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Follow Suit.” The annotations of the bamboo strips take the A version as
the more accurate version, but also consider the B version. The discussion
of difficult to understand words is taken point by point with explanations

given for every individual point.

KeyWords: Chu Bamboo Slips of the Warring Siates Period
Collccted in the Shanghai Muscum (Volume 7).
“the king has three picces of jade the size of three
perimeter units (three mistales akin to that of flaws
in jade)”,
double entcndre
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