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Liu Shi- pei’s Li Jing Jiu Shuo ( &% &H ):
Writing Intent and Interpretive Issues

Yeh Kuo —liang®

Abstract

Liu Shi-pei (1884-1919) continued his family’s heritage of literary
endeavors and excelled at it, leaving the world with an abundance of schol-
arly contributions. Most of his research focused on ancient annotations and
explanations of the Chinese classics, as well ag the collation of philosophi-
cal writings from the Pre-Qin and Han eras. According to Liu’s own
account, after he moved to Sichuan in 1911, where he completed a number
of important books, and channeled most of his vital energies into the study
of the San Li (Three Books of Rites) in his work Li Jing Jiu Shuo (Ancient
Discourses on the Classic of Rites), the subject of this paper.

Liu’s intensive study of the San Li must be due in part to the influence
of Liao Ping, but his main purpose and approach diverged from Liao’s;
Liu aimed to introduce the world to the study of rites and ceremony from a
different angle. His so-called ‘ancient discourses’ (jin shuo) refer to
groundbreaking explanations of Yi Li (Book of Etiquette and Ceremonial)
from before the time of Zheng Xuan (an early compiler and commentator of
the Yi Li). In Li Jing Jiu Shuo, Liu not only lays out these ancient
discourses, distinguishing contemporary and ancient views of Yi Li without

scholarly prejudice; he also offers his own interpretive perspective on some

* Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University.
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problems in the Yi Li. This paper, while approving of Liu’s attitude and
approach in his study, will also pose challenges and questions vis-a-vis his

interpretation.

Keywords: Liu Shi-pei, Liao PPing, Li Jing Jiu Shuo, contcmporary
literaturc and ancicent literature
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