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Epithelial ovarian cancer is increasing in
numbers among women in Taiwan.
Since epithelial ovarian cancer is the
most fatal gynecological cancer, it is
mandatory for us to investigate the
underlying pathophysiology of ovarian
cancer, develop new treatment
modalities and preventive strategies by
both clinical and basic researches.
Fortunately, novel information and
technology derived from the rapidly
progressive genomic medicine have
shed light on this important issue. From
August 2002 to July 2003, we have



carefully collected tissue samples,
including normal ovarian tissues,
primary ovarian cancer tissues and
metastatic part, from 16 epithelial
ovarian cancer patients. Among these,
six cases were recurrent disease, and
three of them have primary tumor

tissues collected in our tissue bank. All
of these samples were efficiently
processed to extract good quality RNA.
Using cDNA transcription and
microarray analysis, we have acquired

31 comparison pairs of DNA microarray
data from these 16 patients. Furthermore,
the comparison results from clustering
analysis showed that several genes are
different expression in cancer and
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metastatic or recurrent tissue, these
genes would be investigated in the
future study. We have started to establish
the gene expression profile database of
epithelial ovarian cancer patients in
Taiwan. Our preliminary results provide
valuable information for both research
interests and application potential.
However, further studies are needed to
make more solid and thorough
conclusions. We believe the
bioinformation herein will provoke the
studies of epithelial ovarian cancer in
Taiwan.
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