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Abstract

Autism is a pervasive developmentd
disorder defined by the presence of
abnormal functioning in all three areas of
socia interaction, communication, and
restricted, repetitive behaviour manifested
before the age of 3 years. In spite early
onset is one of the diagnostic criteria, a
diagnosis is not often made until later life.
The reason for the delay in diagnosing
autism at an early age may be related to the
nature and development of the condition,
the lack of specialized training, the
inadequacy of services, or the absence of
appropriate  standardized assessment
procedures.

This study collected 67 cases in the
high risk groups, i. e., younger siblings of
autistic children, and toddlers with
unspecified developmental delay, mental
retardation, hearing impairment or cerebral
pasy. There were 37 cases suspected as
autistic disorders according to the
previously defined criteria of “Autism
Screening Questionnaire in Toddlers’
Various forms of developmental status had
been found in the check-up. This study
also developed a structured guestionnaire
“ Soong’s Autism Diagnostic Scal€’, which
will be performed by child psychiatrists and
establishes a standardized diagnostic
procedure for autism in Chinese.

This study did not get enough cases
because of the difficulties upon manpower,
money, and case resources. The



appropriateness of using screen
guestionnaire among certain  high-risk
groups should aso be reconsidered
carefully. However, the cases screened out
and the structured autism diagnostic scale
will be continuously used in the related
research in the future.

Keywor ds: autism, high-risk group,
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x 100
CCDI

DQ EL | CC | PS | GD
1| 100001 | 36 39 36 43
2 | 100004 | 55 55 55 59
3 | 100009 | 58 62 50 65
4| 100011 | 125 | 133 | 100 | 108
5 | 100018 | 48 43 48 62
6 | 100021 | 48 70 78 70
7 1 100023 | © 0 0 21
8 | 100026 | 52 48 62 62
9 | 100031 | 23 35 15 27
10| 100032 | 35 52 42 45
11| 100034 | 50 50 65 70
12| 100039 | 74 63 48 63
13| 100044 | 44 56 48 64
14| 100045 | 52 44 88 68
15| 100049 | 38 42 29 54
16| 100051 | 47 53 47 59
17| 100052 | 50 0 100 | 83
18| 100054 | 33 43 43 48
19| 100066 | 38 38 48 67

DQ 50 A EL CC
PS GD 17 9 10 18

B EL CC PS
GD 5 13 15 16 19

C PS 12 D EL

CC 5 8 14 17

E 2 3 4 11

A B
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