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[ Original Articles]

Influencing factors of death fear in terminal
cancer patients

Ching-Yu Chen Tai-Yuan Chiu Tsung-Tueng Bhikkhuni
Chien-An Yao Jaw-Shiun Tsai Wen-Yu Hu'

Abstract

The study was conducted at a palliative care unit of medical center from March to Oct
2001. Using death fear scale, each patient was investigated three occasions, i.e. on admission,
one week after admission and 2 days before death, during life time. There were 174, 100 and
122 patients for above each respective occasion. The influencing factors of death fear includ-
ing gender, age and religiosity were analyzed. The results were shown as follows: (1) Along
with team work palliative care, the severity of death fear has been decreasing till death. (2)
There was a significant lower death fear severity for patients receiving clinical Buddhist
chaplain care 2 days before death, especially contact timeé longer than 15 minutes. (3) The
elderly patients had higher death fear 2 days before death. (4) There was no difference of
death fear between genders.
(Taiwan J Hosp Palliat Care 2003 i 8 5 2 ¢ 134-142)
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