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An Interventional Study to Assess the Learning of
Community Medicine by Medical Students
Participating in a Short-Term Community

Medical Training Program

Chiung-Jung Wen!, Yi-Lien Liv?, Long-Teng Lee!, Yu-Chi Kao?
Ching-Yu Chen' and Tai-Yuan Chiu!

To have medical students participate in community medicine at an early stage in their
training is essential in medical education. Hence, the quality and effect of community medicine
training for medical students require more attention. In this research, the knowledge about, and
the attitude toward, community medicine by medical students was evaluated. The results are
discussed in light of their contribution to the future design of community medicine programs for
medical students.

A questionnaire was completed before and after a one-day community medicine training
course by 60 medical students who attended the course. The results had accurate response
rates of 0.5 and 0.54 in the pre- and post-courses, respectively (range 0-1; =-3.240; p< 0.001).
The results also revealed that the students made significant progress after the training course
(»<0.05) in only two of twenty questions pertaining to knowledge of community medicine. It
is noteworthy that the medical students scored lower than 50% correctly on the nine questions
relating to the current domestic healthcare system. Moreover, the accurate response rate showed
a significant increase (p<0.05) in six questions regarding positive beliefs in community medicine,
while there was significant improvement in three questions pertaining to negative beliefs (p<0.05).
The majority of medical students (81.7%) were willing to participate in this community medicine
course, whereas 18.3% of the students had a neutral opinion prior to this course. However, after
the training course, 100% of the students showed an interest in all aspects of the community
medicine course.

This research concludes that for sixth year medical students, the effects of a one-day
training course in community medicine knowledge were limited. However, the course had a
significant impact on improving the negative beliefs held by medical students in community
medicine and their awareness of vital concepts to community medicine. The design of this course
also benefited students in terms of learning about community medicine learning and can thus be
considered as the reference for a future training plan.

(Taiwan J Fam Med 2007; 17: 73-84)
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