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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to explore
the condition and needs of persons with
spinal cord injuries (SCI) for environmental
modification, and to investigate the influence
of barrier of environment on the quality of
life (QOL) and employment of persons with
SCI. Results revealed that most persons with
SCI were modified their home environment
to increase accessibility. The most frequent
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modified place were bathroom, next were
bedroom, entrance, and other place. While
most persons who sustain SCI were working
at the time of their accident, only 36-50%
return to work post-injury. This study
revealed that the working SCI group still had
lower scores than general population in QOL,
there were no statistical difference. However,
the QOL of non-working group revealed
significant lower than working SCI group
and general population. Forward stepwise
logistic regression revealed that a higher
level of education attained prior to injury,
increased length of time since injury, able to
access private and public transportation, and
more independent in activities of daily living
may be positively linked to successful
working status. Factors affecting QOL of
persons with SCI were level of impairment,
physical strength differences between before
and after injury, and ability to move freely in
living place.

Keywords: Spinal Cord Injuries,
Environmental barrier free,
Quality of life
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