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Abstract

Gunmen (tune family) and qupa/ (tune)
consitute the core of the classification system
of nanguan music. They aso constitute the
cognitive basis for the composition, learning,
performance, and appreciation of nanguan.
Despite their importance, however, there
exist many problems in the classification
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system. Musicians disagree on the number
of tune families and tunes in existence as
well as their denominations; the relationship
among the tunes within the same tune family
as well as that among the different tune
families also remain unclarified. With the
master musicians dying out, their knowledge
about the classification system will soon be
lost and must be documented as soon as
possible.

In view of the importance of this
classification system and its lack of study,
this writer launched a multi-year research
project in order to systematically study this
system. For the first year (1997), a pilot
study was undertaken by inputting the
repertoires in the currently available nanguan
songbooks and manuscripts into searchable
database in order to sort out the problems
underlying this system. For the second year
(21998), 450 nanguan songs (including
different versions of the same songs)
belonging to the tune family known as
Zhongbei were analyzed in order to establish
an analytical model that can later be applied
to other tune families. The third year (1999)
is devoted to interviewing master musicians
for documenting their knowledge about this
classification system in order to supplement,
verify, and correct this project’'s previous
findings, and, most importantly, to
understand the musicians views through
their terminology and expressions as well as
the organization of repertories in the
songbooks.
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cognition, music.
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