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Abstract

Since at the least the 1980s, various disciplinesin
the international academia have begun to reflect
critically on their respective disciplinary history under
the influence of postmodernism and postcolonialism.
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Among Taiwanese musicologists, however, a study of
the disciplinary history of music research in Taiwan
has barely started. In view of this gap, this project
takes the Japanese period, which marks the beginning
of musicological activitiesin Taiwan, as its time range
and focuses on the activities of the two most important
Japanese musicologists in Taiwan, namely Tanabe
Hisao's pioneering fieldwork in Taiwan in 1922 and
Kurosawa Takatomo's comprehensive fieldwork in
Taiwan in 1943. The purpose of this project is to
reconstruct their processes of investigation, to
reevaluate their achievements, to anayze their
motivation, purposes, and ideologicd and
methodological orientation, and to understand their
interaction with the political environment in Taiwan
and Japan and the musicological thinking in the west
during that time period.

A study of Tanabe's and Kurosawas materials
shows that both of them have left us with invaluable
documentation of the musical life in Taiwan during the
time of their fieldwork. While Tanabe is important
because he was the first musicologist to carry out
fieldwork and recording activities on Taiwan's music,
Kurosawa was even more important because of the
comprehensiveness of the music he has documented.
He not only made comprehensive survey of aboriginal
music, but he aso left us with information and
recordings of the music of the Han people. Moreover,
his field diary also contains many notes about various
aspects of musical life in Taiwan in 1943, including
the record industry, broadcasting programs, Taiwanese
geisha activities, etc. Similar description also appear in
Tanabe'sfield diary.

In this study, it has also become clear that
Tanabe's and Kurosawas research activities were
closely related to the colonial management policy of
the Japanese government. Japan's imperial colonialism
provided the economic resources and political basis
for their fieldwork in Taiwan. Meanwhile their
investigation is motivated by the search for the roots
of Japanese race, and to provide basic data in order to
facilitate colonial management by Japanese
government in their Taiwan. Their research results
often intentionally or unintentionally provided good
excuse and rationale for the expansion of Japan's
military power in Asia Thus we can see the clear



connection between music research and the political
and ideological environment.

In addition, both Tanabe and Kurosawa were
apparently influenced by the way of thinking of
European comparative musicologists. One good
example is Kurosawa's persistent interest and concern
in quest of the origin of music. From here, we can aso
get a glimpse of the reception of European
musicological studies in Japan's musicological circle
during that period.

Keywords:

Tanabe Hisao, Kurosawa Takatomo, disciplinary
history of musicology in Taiwan, Japan's imperial
colonialism, Taiwan's music life during the
Japanese colonial period
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