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Abstract

Reader’s advisory service grew rapidly during the late 1920s, and faded in the 1950s.
However, reader’s advisory service has received renewed attention in American public
libraries within the last decade. Broadly defined, reader’s advisory service means helping
readers find what they want by recommending specific titles. Reader’s advisors interviewed
readers as the basis of drawing up individualized reading lists to meet readers’ specific needs
of daily living. Reader’s advisory service is a neglected aspect of Taiwan librarianship.
This paper first defines reader’s advisory service, then, presents a historical overview of
reader’s advisory service and competencies and qualifications for reader’s advisors. The
author also raises related issues on providing reader’s advisory service and finally discusses

the keys for providing reader’s advisory service in any public library settings.
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