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Potential effects of endocrine disruptors on human health

QOver the past decade, evidence from laboratory studies and wildlife observations has indicat-
ed endocrine disruption effects of many synthetic or natural chemicals. Indeed, the effects of
endocrine disruptors in public health and the environment have caused a growing concern among
the public. In humans, there is some evidence increases in incidences of testicular and breast ‘
cancers, and concern has also been expressed regarding sperm count, crytorchidism, hypospadias,
precocious puberty, neurcendocrine development, and behavioral effects. This review will intro-
duce the definition, mechanisms of action and types of endocrine disruptors, as well as the poten-
tial impacts on human health mediated by endocrine disruptors. (Taiwan J Public Health. 2002;21
(5):305-320)
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