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- Consecutive Observations to Estimate the Costs of
Residents’ Attendance in Nursing Homes
—Taking a Nursing Home in a Hospital as an Example

Chu-Chieh Chen' Ray-E Chang® Shou-Hui Lin°  Ling-Jiuan Wu®

Abstract

Objectives: This study aims to explore the costs of keeping various types of residents
in a nursing home. Methods: A structured table, “attending activities of residents”, was
developed based on on-site observations, recordings, and analyses of attendance at a
nursing home in a university hospital. Then, the Barthel Index was used to classify
residents of the nursing home based on their dependency to attendants. Finally, the daily
costs of keeping the residents in the hospital were calculated on the basis of operational
data for June 2001. All data were collected and analyzed using Microsoft Excel. Results:
The daily costs associated with fully dependent, severely dependent, moderately dependent,
and fully independent residents were NT § 1516.82, NT $ 1459.73, NT $ 1179.93, and NT
$ 743.56, respectively. Conclusions: The costs for keeping residents in a nursing home
increased with the extent of their dependency on attendants. Suggestions: Suggestions for
managers of nursing homes are as follows: l.charges should be based mainly on the needs
of residents and the wards; 2. a more efficient method of management activities which use

more expensive resources must be developed to reduce the costs of human resources.

Key words: nursing home, attending activities, costs
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