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of R B AR TE B RS EUH B AR R ECTI ER ER B
HHE HEHRFS alpha{R & EHE H A alpha{R &
5 0.100 0.3571 30 0.100 0.7692
5 0.200 0.5556 30 0.200 0.8824
5 0.300 0.6818 30 0.300 0.9278
5 0.400 0.7692 30 0.400 0.9524
5 0.500 0.8333 30 0.500 0.9677
5 0.700 0.9211 30 0.700 0.9859
5 0.900 0.9783 30 0.900 0.9963
5 1.000 1.0000 30 1.000 1.0000
10 0.100 0.5263 35 0.100 0.7955
10 0.200 10.7143 35 0.200 0.8974
10 0.300 0.8108 35 0.300 0.9375
10 0.400 0.8696 35 0.400 0.9589
10 0.500 0.9091 35 0.500 0.9722
10 0.700 0.9589 35 0.700 0.9879
10 0.900 0.9890 35 0.900 0.9968
10 1.000 1.0000 35 1.000 1.0000
15 0.100 0.6250 40 0.100 0.8163
15 0.200 0.7895 40 0.200 v 0.9091
15 0.300 0.8654 40 0.300 0.9449
15 0.400 0.9091 40 0.400 0.9639
15 0.500 0.9375 40 0.500 0.9756
15 0.700 0.9722 40 0.700 0.9894
15 0.900 0.9926 40 0.900 0.9972
15 1.000 1.0000 40 1.000 1.0000
20 0.100 0.6897 50 0.100 0.8475
20 0.200 0.8333 50 0.200 0.9259
20 0.300 0.8955 50 0.300 0.9554
20 0.400 0.9302 50 0.400 0.9709
20 0.500 0.9524 50 0.500 0.9804
20 0.700 0.9790 50 0.700 0.9915
20 0.900 0.9945 50 0.900 0.9978
20 1.000 1.0000 50 1.000 1.0000
25 0.100 0.7353 100 0.100 0.9174
25 0.200 0.8621 100 0.200 0.9615
25 0.300 0.9146 100 0.300 0.9772
25 0.400 0.9434 100 0.400 0.9852
25 0.500 0.9615 100 0.500 0.9901
25 0.700 0.9831 100 0.700 0.9957
25 0.900 0.9956 100 0.900 0.9989
25 1.000 1.0000 100 1.000 1.0000
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BEMBREW - THHEBEERGRC) - 895HERRERCER() BRI TRE AT G

FRBEZFGE - B/VvE - BEAE (£1000X8TE)
- 0 0.1 0.2 0.3

ko1 g AN BRSO Ty BN BK g B K
01 048 047 035 048 045 022 048  .043 016  .045
09 331 324 262 331 313 185 331 302 .101 330

25 .625 616 528 .625 .600 390 625 584 297 .624
49 .828 819 731 828 .806 670 .828 790 506 .827

5 .81 955 .949 .870 955 937 125 .955 924 552 955
10 .01 .092 .089 076 .092 .086 .064 091 .083 .055 .091
10 .09 497 489 456 497 478 412 496 465 .306 495
10 25 769 162 731 769 152 .664 768 740 619 767
10 49 .906 .901 877 905 .894 811 .905 .885 795 .904

10 .81 977 973 951 977 968 .933 976 962 .901 976
20 .01 168 164 152 .167 159 139 .166 153 124 165
20 .09 .664 657 .642 .662 .647 598 661 .637 .569 .660
20 .25 .870 .865 .855 .869 .859 827 .868 .852 .805 .867

20 49 950 948 940 .950 .944 926 .950 .940 .908 .949
20 .81 988 987 983 .988 .984 974 988 981 .959 .988
50 .01 336 329 320 333 321 296 .330 312 .286 327
50 .09 .832 .827 822 .830 821 .800 .828 814 794 .826
50 .25 943 941 938 943 938 .930 942 935 924 941
50 49 980 979 977 979 977 973 979 975 970 978
50 .81 .995 995 .994 995 994 991 .995 993 .988 995
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A = mEEE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
B I I 1 1 B B KB K 0 0 0 0 0
1 h 0 2 B 1 B B K 0 0 0 0 0
2 h 0 3 ®B® R 1 KB K 0o 0 0 0 0
3 h 0 A R R RER 1K 0 0 0 0 0
4 h 0 5 B K B K1 0 0 0 0 0
5 h 0 6 0 0 0 0 0 | K K K K
6 0 h 7 0 0 0 0 0 K 1 K K K
7 0 h 8 0 0 0 0 0 i B 1 I i
8 0 h 9 0 0 0 0 0 W K K 1 I
9 0 h 0 0 0 0 0 0 K ¥ K B 1
10 0 h
ke (k—2)+h* RS EIE - FEE B RERR RSk
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FH
—EERERRERAERE - Hh>om=5,p=3>
b=1>h=5

B &

et I il I v A
1 5 5 5 0 0
2 5 5 0 5 0
3 5 5 0 0 5
4 5 0 5 5 0
5 5 0 5 0 5
6 5 0 0 5 5
7 0 5 5 5 0
8 0 5 5 0 5
9 0 5 0 5 5
10 0 0 5 5 5
2N

HRAE LR HR SR

mEyE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

1 1.00 .50 50 .50 .50 .25 .50 50 25 25
2 .501.00 50 .50 .25 .50 .50 .25 50 25
.50 .501.00 25 .50 .50 .25 .50 .50 .25
.50 .50 .251.00 .50 .50 50 25 25 50
S50 .25 .50 .501.00 .50 25 .50 25 50
25 .50 .50 .50 .501.00 .25 .25 .50 .50
S50 50 25 50 25 251.00 .50 .50 .50
S0 25 50 25 50 .25 .501.00 .50 50
25 .50 50 .25 .25 .50 .50 .501.00 .50
25 .25 .25 50 .50 .50 .50 .50 501.00
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R 7T —EEMEERERE B THES
SHEERNKRT ~EEEERER > HERX
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HESEE—ENERN ofREE - RIBEERoff
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EEHEm) - [E3EEARERRE) - EERHEG) - BE ARG - BERE®G - HEHERRECT
B ~ HlalphafREIRVBR RS

m )4 b h k r alpha m p b h k r alpha

1 1 3 040 3 01600 03636 4 2 3 040 18 0.1506 0.7614
1 1 3 0.60 3 03600 06279 4 2 3 060 18 0.3388 0.9022
1 1 3 0.80 3 06400 08421 4 2 3 080 18 0.6024 0.9646
1 1 5 0.40 5 01600 04878 4 2 5 040 30 0.1545 0.8457
1 1 5 0.60 5 03600 07377 4 2 5 0.60 30 03476 09411
1 1 5 0.80 5 0.6400 0.8989 4 2 5 080 30 0.6179 09798
2 1 3 0.40 6 0.0640 02909 4 3 1 0.40 4 03200 0.6531
2 1 3 0.60 6 01440 05023 4 3 1 0.60 4 07200 09114
2 1 3 0.80 6 02560 0.6737 4 3 3 040 12 03491 0.8655
2 1 5 040 10 0.0711 04336 4 3 3 0.60 12 0.7855 09777
2 1 5 060 10 0.1600 0.6557 4 3 5 040 20 03537 09163
2 1 5 080 10 0.2844 0.7990 4 3 5 060 20 0.7958 0.9873
3 1 3 0.40 9 00400 0.2727 5 1 1 0.40 5 0.0000 0.0000
3 1 3 0.60 9 0.0900 04709 35 1 1 0.60 5 0.0000 0.0000
3 1 3 0.80 9 0.1600 0.6316 5 1 1 0.80 5 0.0000 0.0000
3 1 5 040 15 0.0457 04181 5 1 3 040 15 0.0229 02597
3 1 5 060 15 0.1029 06323 5 1 3 0.60 15 0.0514 0.4485
3 1 5 080 15 0.1829 0.7705 5 1 3 0.80 15 0.0914 0.6015
3 2 1 0.40 3 01600 03636 5 1 5 040 25 0.0267 0.4065
3 2 1 0.60 3 03600 06279 5 1 5 060 25 0.0600 0.6148
3 2 1 0.80 3 06400 08421 5 1 5 0.80 25 0.1067 0.7491
3 2 3 0.40 9 02000 06923 5 2 1 040 10 0.1067 0.5442
3 2 3 0.60 9 04500 08804 5 2 1 060 10 02400 0.7595
3 2 3 0.80 9 0.8000 09730 3 2 1 0.80 10 04267 0.8815
3 2 5 040 15 02057 07953 5 2 3 040 30 0.1214 0.8056
3 2 5 060 15 04629 09282 5 2 3 0.60 30 02731 09185
3 2 5 080 15 0.8229 09859 5 2 3 0.80 30 04855 0.9659
4 1 1 0.40 4 0.0000 0.0000 5 2 5 040 50 0.1241 0.8763
4 1 1 0.60 4 00000 0.0000 5 2 5 060 50 0.2792 0.9509
4 1 1 0.80 4 0.0000 0.0000 5 2 5 080 50 04963 0.9801
4 1 3 040 12 0.0291 02645 5 3 1 040 10 02667 0.7843
4 1 3 060 12 0.0655 04567 5 3 1 060 10 0.6000 09375
4 i 3 0.80 12 01164 06124 5 3 3 040 30 0.2814 09215
4 1 5 040 20 00337 04108 5 3 3 0.60 30 0.6331 09810
4 1 5 060 20 0.0758 06212 5 3 5 040 50 0.2841 0.9520
4 1 5 080 20 0.1347 0.7569 5 3 5 060 50 0.6392 0.9838
4 2 1 0.40 6 0.1280 04683 5 4 1 0.40 5 04800 0.8219
4 2 1 0.60 6 02880 07082 5 4 3 040 15 05029 0.9382
4 2 1 0.80 6 05120 08629 5 4 5 040 25 0.5067 0.9625
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SOME FACTORS AFFECTING CRONBACH’S ALPHA

Je1I-Tun Wu

National Taiwan University

This article evaluates the practical usefulness of Cronbach’s o formula which has
been adopted by many reseachers in their test construction as an index of internal
consistency without serious considerations until now especially in Chinese. Using simple
arithmetic deduction and monte carlo experiments, three factors including numbers of
items,item heteroscedasticity, and underlying factor structure, were shown to exert
influence upon the magnitude of alpha coefficient in such a degree that the theoretica!l
significance of alpha will be largely questioned and should be used with caution.

Keyword: internal consistency, Cronbach’s ¢, Monte Carlo simulation



