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Abstract

The present research estimated the number of characters and multiple-
character words an elementary student knows. A mixed sampling method that g3
dictionary and a character frequency-norms were used as sampling population
was used in the present research to select stimulus characters, and a
frequency-norms sampling method was used to select stimulus words. Using
these methods, a sample of characters and a sample of words were selected for
the first and second grade students, and separated samples of stimuli for the
third and fourth grade, and the fifth and sixth grade were generated. In the
test, students were asked to write done the names of the characters using
Zhu-Yin-Fu-Hao and to write done the meanings of the stimuli (or use them to
construct words or sentences). After the subjects wrote done their responses,
they were asked to indicate why they made such responses by check one of the
following four options: I know the 1tem, I guessed from the components of the
1tem, I made a random guess, and other reason (specify in detail).

The results of the research indicated that a first to a sixth grade student
can correctly respond the name and the meaning to 1206, 2422, 2686, 3079,
3200, 3561 characters respectively. Howeve -, correcting guessing, it was
estimated that a first to a sixth grade student knows 836, 1709, 1846, 2255,
2482, 3348. The results also indicated tha a first and a second grader knows
about 3748 and 4033 words respectively, and a subject who is a third or
fourth grader knows about 12508 words, a subjects who is a fifth or sixth
grader knows about 17473 words .
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