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Residential Mobility, Adaptation and Impact of Taiwanese
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Since the 1980s, the increase of
Taiwanese migrants in large cities has
contributed significantly to the cultural
diversity of Australia. Their geographic
concentration and high rate of home
ownership have noticeably impacted the
cultural landscape of the large cities.
This study examines the distribution and
residential mobility of recent Taiwanese
migrants in terms of residential choice
for first and subsequent moves through
the use of Census data and in-depth
interviews in Sydney, Brisbane and
Melbourne. In general, the migrants
preferred new houses that are dominated
by three- and four- bedroom units and
that tended to give them a high level of
satisfaction. The factors considered in
their locational choice included income
and housing budget, children’s education,
proximity to work and shops, and
friend’s opinions. Over time, the
reasons for residential choice changed,
reflecting  individual preferences and
experiences, apart from such main
reasons of change as life-cycles and
fluctuating housing prices. Gradually,
there appeared a lower preference for
houses with swimming pools and
gardens, as migrants relocate to different
houses.

Taiwanese diaspora,
residential choice, mobility,
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{ Dwelling Structure and Number of Bedrooms in the Dwelling of Taiwan-born
Immigrants in Australia, 1981 — 1996 Census )

¥ 1981 1986 1991 19396
EERAR
{ Dwelling structure

WREE 315 (64.4%) 685 (62.2%) 3459 (71.7%) 5204 (65.6%)

( Separate house )
A - aET 0% 162 (33.19%) 371 (33.2%) 1,303 (27.0%) 2,558 (32.2%)

{ Semi-detached,

townhouse, unit or flat )
Fae Al 2, 6 (1.2%) 30 (2.7%) 38 (0.7%) 36 (0.5%)

{ Other dwelling )
AB% 6 (1.2%) 21 {1.9%) 23 (0.5%) 140 (1.8%)

( Not stated )
A1 489 1,117 4 821 7,938
- RAE: o

{ Number of bedrooms }
0-1 41 (8.4%) 63 (5.6%) 180 (3.7%) 324 (4.1%)
2 117 (23.8%) 324 (29.0%) B93 (18.5%) 1,500 (18.9%)
3 230 (48.8%) 483 (43.2%) 1,522 (31.8%) 2,420 (30.5%)
4 85 (17.3%) 195 (17.4%) 1,666 (34.6%) 2,534 (31.9%)
5k E 12 (2.4%) 42 {3.8%) 479 (8.9%) 1,048 {13.2%)
F 3084 6 (1.2%) 12 (1.1%) 81 {1.7%) 111 (1.4%)
3t 491 1,119 4,821 7,938
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Sunnybank Hills 270 35.48% 56 9 369 57 491 761
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Kangaroo Point 11 15.07% 18 0 a4 0 62 73
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