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Some Basic Concepts for Education of Professional Ethics

Kwang-Kuo Hwang
Department of Psychology
National Taiwan University

Abstract

This article was aimed to advocate the necessity of promoting education
of professional ethics, and to clarify several fundamental concepts which
were supposed to be essential to the education of professional ethics. Based
on his analysis of Chinese cultural heritage in the book “Knowledge and
Action”, the author first illustrated the limitations of applying Confucian
ethics for ordinary people in contemporary society, then discussed how to
derive code of ethics for professional education from an integration of the
universal principle of Ren with specific knowledge of various disciplines in
modern society. It is expected that this kind of “creative transformation” can
rearrange or reshape the core symbols, concepts, values, and behavioral
patterns of Chinese culture heritage in such a way that it can facilitate the
task of culture change and preserve the cultural identity in the process of

change.

Key words : ethics for ordinary people  professional ethics
creative transformation cultural identity
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