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relationship between age and PDI scores in non-clinical populations.
The increased tendency toward delusional ideation during adoles-
cence needs to be clarified. Multidimensional approaches to psychosis
proneness based on the developmental characteristics of adolescents
are needed for the detection of high-risk group.
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Introduction: To recruit subjects suspected as early schizophrenia-like
disorder (ESLD), a special clinic for "cognitive perceptual disturbance
of adolescent and young adult" was launched by the study hospital
in Nov. 2006. A large flow of attendees came after several major
newspapers reported a prodromal case’s favorable outcome released
by our research team in mid Aug. 2007.
Methods: The differences in demographic characteristics, tentative
clinical impressions, proportion of eligible subjects and actual partici-
pation in our study before and after the report were compared by Chi
square and t-test statistics.
Results: Before the media report, 84 new attendees visited our special
clinic in 33 sessions with 54 of them eligible and 49 actually recruited.
Soon after the report, 49 new attendees in 8 sessions, on average 2
years younger, with 16 eligible and 13 recruited. The clinical impres-
sions are more diverse immediately after the report. The number of
new attendees fell to the baseline later on (2.9 per visit).
Conclusions: Information reported by mass media did draw people’s
attention and prompt them to come for assessment. The effect only
lasted for two months, though, and the number of eligible subjects
did not increase proportionately. The diversity of clinical impressions
among the news-drawn attendees suggests an unmet need for psy-
choeducation and psychiatric services. For a relatively uncommon
and ill-defined clinical entity, the prodromal state, we might need an
innovative approach other than this type of propagation to facilitate
targeted audience’s self-identification and referral.
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Introduction: Clinical and research interest in the prodromal stage
of schizophrenia offers hope. As a genetically vulnerable youngsters
during the developmental age of risk pose a unique research opportu-
nity. Children and adolescents at genetic risk for schizophrenia offer
a valuable population to investigate the premorbid precursors of this
illness. In this study, we examined the presence prevalence of pro-
dromal symptoms in a cohort of young genetically at risk individuals
and studied the relationship of these symptoms with other premorbid
behavioral and neurocognitive deficiencies deficits prevalent in at risk
population.
Methods: 39 adolescent non–psychotic relatives of patients with
schizophrenia participated in this study at the University of Pitts-
burgh (mean age 15.8+ 3.6, 54% female and 62% African American).
Following informed consent, they went through a comprehensive di-
agnostic, neuropsychiatric, and cognitive evaluation. including SCID,
Kiddie-SA DS PL, Soft Signs, olfactory identification test, Social
Anhedonia Scale, Scale for Prodromal Symptoms, Premorbid Adjust-
ment Scale, IQ and computerized neuropsychological tests to assess
verbal memory, spatial working memory, Wisconsin Card Sort Test
and Continuous Performance Task (IP). Cognitive processes evaluated
measures included attention, verbal memory, working memory, pro-
cessing speed, and executive functioning. Prodromal symptoms were
assessed by the Structured Interview for Prodromal Symptoms and
Scale of Prodromal Symptoms.
Results: 13 individuals (33%) exhibited prodromal symptoms with
a score of more than 2. Verbal memory deficits, poor premorbid
functioning and poor global assessment of functioning correlated
strongly with the presence of premorbid symptoms. Deficits in verbal
memory, attention, processing speed, and abstract reasoning were
significantly correlated with the presence of prodromal symptoms.
Prodromal symptoms were also correlated with neurological impair-
ments, problems with premorbid social functioning, and poorer overall
global functioning.
Conclusions: Our data suggest that there may be a subgroupa sub-
stantial proportion of genetically at risk individuals who exhibit subtle
prodromal symptoms who be appear more prone to develop future
psychosis. In addition, this subgroup may exhibit be characterized by
subtle neurocognitive deficits and decline in functioning long before
development of prodromal symptoms or psychosis. The predictive
validity of these markers for later emergence of schizophrenia can
only be ascertained by follow up studies.
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Introduction: Sexual functioning is a major concern in schizophrenia
and studies has shown high rates of sexual dysfunction. However, is
not clear whether sexual dysfunction is secondary to illness or other
factors such as antipsychotic drugs. In this study we measured sexual
function and psychopathology in two unmedicated samples: one with
prodromal symptoms and other with first episode schizophrenia.


