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The Dadaohui and Tongshanshe: A Case Study of
Popular Uprising and Local Society in the Latter
Part of the Second Sino-Japanese War

Lo Shih-chieh®

Abstract

This article examines a popular uprising organized by the Tongshanshe ( [5]Z
1t Fellowship of Goodness) and the Dadaohui ( & J] & Big Sword Association)
in Pingyang County J-[5 H% , Zhejiang Province that lasted from 1942 to 1950.
According to conventional interpretations, the Tongshanshe and Dadaohui were
state-outlawed evil cults that had flourished in local society since the late Qing;
however, after examining government archives and related local documents,
this article argues that the Tongshanshe was in fact an important redemptive
society, while the Dadaohui had been a popular association of martial artists
based in Pingyang since the late Qing. In order to avoid conscription and heavy
taxation by the Nationalist government, two Tongshanshe priests and their
followers fled across the sea to escape. They later decided to cooperate with
the Dadaohui to train their members to fight with the Nationalist troops. The
uprising began in 1943 and upset the Nationalist forces several times in 1944.
But by the end of the Second Sino-Japanese after a series of negotiations. By
re-examining this popular uprising that took place during the latter part of
the war, we are able to not only shed light on the realities of local political
development under the Nationalist regime, but also re-evaluate the local
importance of popular associations and redemptive societies before the arrival
of the CCP regime in the 1950s.

Keywords: Tongshanshe, Dadaohui, redemptive societies, popular associations,
Chinese local politics
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