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Strategic Voting in the 2018 Taipei City Mayor Election

Yeh-lih Wang

Department of Political Science, National Taiwan University.
Abstract

In the 2018 Taipei City Mayor election, voters were highly motivated to consider
voting strategically given the very close race between the two frontrunners.
Surprisingly, the third-place candidate still received a considerable proportion of
votes in this election, which caused the effective number of candidates to reach a
twenty-four-year high in Taipei City. In this article, we exploit Taiwan's Election
and Democratization Study 2018A (n=1130) to investigate why voters chose to,
and not to, vote strategically. The result shows that (1) about 9.9% of respondents
voted the second-preferred candidate; (2) The decision to vote strategically is
mainly driven by the respondent’s approval of the most-preferred candidate and the
difference of approval between the most- and second-preferred candidates. Voters
are much more likely to choose the second-preferred candidate if the most-preferred
candidate is not good enough, while the difference between the most- and second-
preferred candidates is close. (3) The candidates’ perceived chance of winning has
no impact on voter’s decision to vote strategically. (4) Owing to the two former
factors, the tendency of strategic voting is similar across the supporters of the three
major candidates. Yao’s supporters knew that Yao would lose but also thought Yao
far better than the two frontrunners, so they voted sincerely anyway. When voters
were motivated to vote strategically by their relative evaluations of candidates
while neglecting the chance of winnings among them, the vote could be interpreted
as a “protest vote” — they switched their vote choice to punish their most-preferred
candidate so that the candidate would improve its performance in the future.

Keywords: Strategic VVoting, 2018 Taipei City Mayor Election, Pasuya Yao, Protest
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