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Abstract

What is “Chinese Complex” and how does it affect Korea’s foreign
relations with China? We examine the effect of Chinese Complex by using the
salient historical analogy between the Ming-Qing Dynasty and the Republic
of China (R.O.C)-the People’s Republic of China (P.R.C). We conceptualize
Chinese Complex as the persistent emotional attachment to a legitimately
civilized Chinese reign with Confucian ethical responsibility. The distinctive
Sino-Korean tributary relation fostered the idea of China Complex and its
forerunner, principle of Sadae, meaning “serving the great.” The principle of
Sadae dictates how small countries adjust their foreign policy according to
major powers for survival, whereas Chinese Complex implies spontaneous
behaviors based on indebtedness from favors received from big countries. As
a result of Chinese Complex, although it is advantageous to be allied with the
newly established Chinese regime, Korea does not shift its allegiance until the
incumbent Chinese ruler demonstrates a Sinicized orientation and a sense of

brotherhood. The implication of Chinese Complex is that after perceiving the
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P.R.C’s growing legitimacy to rule, South Korea will seek a higher level of

cooperation with the P.R.C.

Keywords: Sino-Korean Relations, Sadae, Chinese Complex, Spirit of Brotherhood
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