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The Starting Point of the Debate Over

Tenno in Post-war Japan:
On the Arguments of Tenno’s
War Responsibility by

Masao Maruyama and Sokichi Tsuda

Shinsuke Yasui *

A constitutional monarchy was adopted as the political
system after the Meiji Restoration in Japan. Tenno (the emperor
of Japan), who had not taken actual political power before,
became the sovereign of Japan, and the government prohibited
people from criticizing Tenno in order to maintain his political
authority. The defeat of Japan in World War Il broke this taboo,
resulting in a boom of academic arguments about Tenno’s
responsibility for the war, the relationship between Tenno and
modern Japan, the essence of Tenno, etc. Masao Maruyama and
Sokichi Tsuda presented papers about Tenno soon after the end
of WWII, but their statements provided a striking contrast:
Maruyama insisted on the abolition of the Tenno system as well
as the abdication of Hirohito. On the contrary, Tsuda insisted
that Tenno was not responsible for the war, and that the
existence of Tenno would not hinder the development of
democracy. When they debated over the war responsibility of

Tenno, both analyzed the essence of Tenno, which have formed
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the models of Tenno studies in post-war Japan. This essay aims
to analyze the arguments of Tenno’s war responsibility by
Maruyama and Tsuda with the three aspects of the constitution
(legal liability), Kokutai (responsibility of intellectual structure)
and degeneration (political responsibility). These analyses
provide important viewpoints for appreciating Tenno theory.

Keywords: Hirohito, the Meiji Constitution, the Imperial Rescript on

Education, Kokutai, authority





