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Abstract

A house may be is the most important
space for a person's development. It provides
with the sense of safety and control, reflects a
person's value, and offers a person the
continuity and eternity. This paper tries to
show how environmental disasters create
identity crisis, the upsetting of the concept of
home, changes in family relations and
uncertainty as regards the arrangement of
home space for the residents.

In 1997, a landslide happened in the
Lincoln Community because of the Winnie
Typhoon. A row of apartments fell down and
28 residents were killed. Engineers found out
later that other buildings beside were built on
refilled land and are still sinking unevenly.

A broad definition of self is the sum
total of everything called his/her. Among the
personal possessions, a house is the most
significant. It not only provides people with a
shelter, but also fulfils the needs of personal,
family, and community activities and leads to
place attachment. Landslide endangers
victims' value systems. They suspect the
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meaning of work. Before the disaster,
work ng can lead to acquire a house in the
future. However, now they need to pay the
loan of a house that is impossible to live.

Jome is a safe place, a symbol of social
status, a place for taking a rest after a long
day work, and a place to be together with
family. For the victims, a house not only
loses its function of sheltering, but also
becormnes a space that residents have to
protect. An intimate living space becomes a
place which people want to escape. They do
not expect to come home. Leaving home
does not require a reason, they just want to
go out.

A disaster at home also results in the
separation or reorganization of a family. A
husbend stays in the Lincoln Community
becatse it is close to the place where he
works. The wife with their children rent a
house outside the community for safety.
Another family live in three different places:
the Lincoln Community, a friend's house, a
relative's house. One day on the way to
schocl, the child realized that she forgot to
carry her textbooks, but no one knew where
she left them. .

"“he home is notonly a restdential space,
it is a field of pre-reflective actions. It
provides us with a base to plan our future. It
represents and nourishes an environment for
the dsvelopment of our self-identity. Even
the nomads try to maintain the continuity by
the same furniture arrangement, the
orientation of the tent, and the ritual of the
establishment of the tent. For the people who
still stay in the Lincoln Community, they
face a lot of uncertainty. They are not sure if
another disaster will happen when typhoon or




earthquake comes. This uncertainty results in
the confusion of the basic house maintenance
and the difficulty to plan their future.

In conclusion, the environmental
disasters not only cause the loss of assets but
also create the inversion of the meaning of
home. The home, which used to be a safe,
stable, and controllable space, now becomes
a source of danger, a place from which
people want to escape. It also results in the
reorganization and reflection of family
relations, and the challenge of a person's
ability and value system.
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identity, uncertainty
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